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Submitted by C. Coppolino

What an amazing accom-
plishment by one of our
youth. Hearty congratula-
tions and heartfelt
THANKS to Eric
Skidmore who organized
this spectacular project
for the benefit of St. An-
drew and St. Charles.
Eric took on raising the
funds and finding all the
necessary assistance to
build this barbecue in
order to earn his Eagle
Scout Badge in the Boy
Scouts of America. And
the parish of STAC was
pleased to initiate the
addition to our patio on
Saturday August 29th.
Roasted corn on the cob,
beef and pork ribs, bur-
gers and hot dogs were
accompanied by baked
beans, potato salad and

all the fixin’s. All pro-
ceeds of the party went to
help the Food Pantry
which is an ever impor-
tant ministry as more and
more hungry people flock
to our doors. And over 70

people brought groceries :

or paid a higher admis-
sion to help the hungry.

A very special thank you &

too, to Christina Soldano
who took it upon herself
to go about to various
merchants, such as
Ralphs, Vons, Trader
Joes and asked for dona-
tions of food for this
event. AND she and
Emily Bass chose to hold
a bake sale so that we
could have dessert! Many
people donated baked
goods and ALL the pro-
ceeds of the sales will go
towards purchasing gro-

ceries for the Food Pan-

try. There aren’t enough
words to say how proud
we are of our young peo-
ple and all we can do is
say THANK YOU!

Look for more pictures

inside this issue, but
here’s our own Eric smil-
ing ear to ear as well he
should! Good Job ERIC!

Food Pantry Needs issssss—
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Adult Faith Formation

By: Merrill Malkerson

Keeping the Faith Forma-

tion

Adult Faith Formation classes will
resume on September 13th. Hope-
fully, the first meeting will welcome
the makers of our new and beautiful
stained glass window to explain the
process and its progress.

The first series of classes, led by
Father Greg, will be on the
“Virtues”. This will be an interesting
and rewarding experience and we
hope to continue with classes which
are thoughtful and engaging
throughout the coming months.

Your suggestions and participation
would be most welcome. If you
would like to teach, have an idea of
what you would like to see taught,
or wish to be involved in some other
way, please see me or any commit-
tee member.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
FALL CLASS

Submitted by Fr. Greg

Our fall Adult Faith Formation
Class is entitled, “The (Virtuous)
Life of Riley.” Basing our studies
on Andre Comte-Sponville’s best-
seller, A Small Treatise on Great
Virtues,” we will look the virtues of
courage, prudence, gratitude,

generosity and more. Each week
will feature a different virtue.
Class starts September 13 at
9:00AM in the St. Andrew’s
classroom. Fr. Greg will be lead-
ing the discussion.

Editors Note— At press time it was
not yet clear _at least to me__ if we’ll
begin with the Window Project, or
with Virtues. Regardless of WHAT
the subject matter may be you are
encouraged to attend. Greg’s ser-
mon of Aug. 29th invites you all.
“Please attend these classes be-
cause it is not enough to simply
show up for church each week.
Christianity is a doer’s religion; it is
an action faith.”

Youth Faith

Submitted by Fr. Greg Frost

JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL EDUCATION

Huzzah! Class is starting up
again on September 6 ™ at
11:45AM to 1:00PM. Fr. Greg
will again attempt to keep all
of you out of eternal damna-
tion by offering instruction

about our faith from his vast
warehouses of knowledge.
Friends, pets, parents, and
extraterrestrials are all invited
to attend along with you.
Knowing many of you need to
be bribed in order to attend,
lunch will be served and get
out of school notes for reli-
gious holidays will be handed

out throughout the year.

And, oh, yes, our guest in
September will be Bigfoot
discussing “How Christ
Changed My Life”

See you on September 6th

The Altar Guild needs You!

Submitted by Betty Ghiglia

Under the “Is there any other
business?” section of our semi-
annual meeting the congregation
was asked to consider volunteer-
ing to serve on the Altar Guild.
Men and woman are encouraged

encouraged to give only one hour
per month. That would be one half
hour on Saturday morning and one
half hour following the Sunday ser-
vices. Young or not, male or fe-
male, tall or not, this ministry is
calling you. The work is light and
the rewards are great with the sat-

isfaction in knowing that you are
helping prepare Holy Eucharist.

We welcome Wendy Shoga who
has answered that call. Wendy
will be joining us with another
new member, Sharon Dery.
Praise the Lord.




Volume 1, Issue 08 The FisherKing

Page 3

Happy Birthday to you!

Thanks to Judy Boone for helping to Sep 08 Bonnie Pinkis
format the Birthday List. Sep 09 Kari Doyle

Sep 01 David Milloy Sep 10 oshua Moonesinghe
Sep 02 Svetlana Galvez Sep 15 David Gundrum
Sep 02 Preslie George Sep 16 Patty Christensen
Sep 03 William Wells

Sep 03 Tina Coleman

Sep 04 Joseph Page

Sep 05 Michael Giampietro

Sep 05 Megan Kohler

Sep 06 Zachary Renick

Sep 07 Hannah Holmes

Sep 08 Jerry Larson

Sep 16
Sep 16
Sep 17
Sep 17
Sep 19
Sep 19
Sep 20
Sep 22
Sep 23
Sep 23

Abraham Nkum
William Cosentino
Patrick Coleman
Carol Sherwood
Carl Wilkening
Laura Oliver
Nathaniel Dunlap
Susan Mullins
Sonja Richards

Justin Torcello

A Belated Birthday Wish to our August Birthdays

Aug 05 Dick Sykes Aug 11 John Langley, Jr.
Aug 06 Marv Simmons Aug 13 Norman Emerson
Aug 06 Uju Obiko Aug 13 Irene Kohler

Aug 06 Eric Skidmore Aug 13 Caitlyn Carradine
Aug 07 Anya Wijeweera Aug 16 Zachary Skidmore
Aug 08 Christina Yoingco Aug 17 Joann Dyer-Ramos
Aug 09 Carissa Basile Aug 19 Joshua Collins
Aug 10 Kevin Kruska Aug 19 Rebecca Lennox
Aug 10 Nilanka Perera Aug 19 Bethany Martin

Aug 19
Aug 21
Aug 23
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 27
Aug 29
Aug 30
Aug 31

Miles Smith
Melodie Adair
Michael Carter
Annabelle Han
Judy Larson
Ellen Morgan
Charlotte Turnbull
Pamelia Sykes

Jane Schall

New Acolytes Needed

Submitted by: Fr. Greg tant to Episcopalians.

NEW ACOLTYES!H! Central to our worship are aco-

lytes----those young persons who

Are you 10 years old? Do you assist at the altar. If you feel so
have a burning d_esw_e to come to moved by the Holy Spirit to par-
church and not sit with your par- ticipate in our service more than
ents? Then, being an acolyte is sitting in the pew, then join the
just for you! On the serious side, acolyte team. New (and experi-

our worship service is very impor-

enced) acolyte training will be on
September 20 ™ at 9AM in the

church.

A light breakfast will be provided. If
you have any questions, please
contact David Dean, our acolyte

leader.
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Pictures from the Barbecue

A very happy crowd!

Lining up for the buffet

An Award from the Vestry

Bake Sale Goods
organized by
Emily & Christina

Yum Yum Yum!

Pantry Provisions :-)

Fourth Annual Rectory Party

Submitted by Greg and Janice Frost

Last year's fall party at the home of
Janice and Greg Frost was so much fun
that we have decided to do it again.

So, on Sunday, September 13 " from
4PM to 8PM we will gather at 18354
Superior Street, Northridge, 91325 (the
rectory) for fun, fellowship and food.
The party is a backyard affair with great
food, a jumpy for the kids, musical en-

tertainment, tattoo artists and a carica-
ture artist. All of this is free!
Pinch me I think I'm dreaming!

This is a fellowship
event in which we gather
and celebrate being
members and friends of
St. Andrew and St.
Charles. Thus, ALL are
welcome!

Bring Your Friends
Free!

Bring your friends to share Episcopal
hospitality. Especially invited are fami-
lies with children because we have a
big, fenced-in
backyard and
some fun activities
planned for the
children. So, save
the date!

Pinch me | think I'm
dreaming :-)

Red Tent Resumes in September

Submitted by Judy Boone

On Sept.16th, the Red Tent group is
going to the Museum of Tolerance at
the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los
Angeles. The price of the museum is
$15.00 for adults and $12.00 for seniors
(62+). We will leave the church at
about 10.00 AM, visit the museum and
then stop for lunch before returning to
the church. Please let Judy know as

soon as possible if you are able to at-
tend.

“The Museum of Tolerance, is the only
museum of its kind in the world. It is the
educational arm of the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, an internationally renowned human
rights organization dedicated to promoting
respect and mutual understanding, through
education, community partnerships , and

civic engagement.

Established in 1993, the MOT has welcomed
over four million visitors, mostly middle and
high school students. Visitors become wit-
nesses to history and explore the dynamics of
bigotry and discrimination that are still embed-
ded in society today. Through interactive ex-
hibits, special events, and customized pro-
grams for youths and adults, the Museum
engages visitors’ hearts and minds, while chal-
lenging them to assume personal responsibility
for positive change.
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Movies with Marsha

THE PROPOSAL

Sandra Bullock and that other
cute guy that keeps showing
up in movies...what a pair!
Sort of like The Devil Wears
Prada, While You Were
Sleeping, and a few other
movies you know and love. It
was predictable, and | loved
it. She’s the boss — her em-
ployees refer to her as ‘IT" —
he’s her right-hand guy and
has had no life for a couple of
years. She’s from Canada,
she’s getting deported, she

gets into a spur-of-the-
moment lie with her bosses,
and says she and the assis-
tant are going to be married —
right away!

They flit off to

Alaska (where

he’s from) and

she thinks he’s

some hick but

instead finds out

he comes from

BIG money — he left home to

make his own way in the big
city, etc, etc, and you know
the rest. She and he (Ryan
something) fall in love while
they’re faking being in love,
Betty White is the not-so-
crazy grandma — and a lovely
time is had by all. Especially
the Alaskan scenery. Really
quite something. It was fun in
the theater and will make a
fine evening-in DVD rental.

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

HARRY POTTER AND THE
HALF-BLOOD PRINCE

Harry and Ginny? Ron and
Hermione? Ron and the little
hussy girl that can't keep her lips
off of him? This can't be the
Harry Potter we've known and
loved lo these 8-9 years, can it
be? The kids are pretty close to
being grown up, the crazy Helena

Bonham Carter
is back and loon-
ier and scarier
than ever, sad-
sad-sad things
happen, but if
you read the
book, you al-
ready know that.
The effects are,

once again, top-notch, and scare
the living daylights out of you — if
you're hu-

man!!!

This (like

all the oth-

ers)is a

must-see.

Julie and Julia

JULIE & JULIA

Saw this one after it had been out a few
weeks — most of you reading this had
also seen it and kept urging me to do so
— thank you, thank you, thank you! This
is the most delightful movie I've seen in
months and months! Even halfway
through, | thought if it ended right now,
I'd be happy — no deep-seated dark

secrets, no

major dra-

mas, just two

women who

got their lives

back through

cooking.

Julia ( Meryl

Streep) is married to Paul (Stanley
Tucci), who, you may remember,

played her go-to assistant/designer/slave
in The Devil Wears Prada. They are
about the cutest couple around. And
Amy Adams is pretty darn fabulous too. |
laughed and laughed — who would've
thought? Go see this before it leaves —
Meryl has done it again, and the story is
absolutely perfect!! Be careful, though — it
inspired me to come home and finish
cooking dinner — yikes!
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The Present of the Past

Submitted by Merril Malkerson

1997 saw the release of the
movie “Contact” starring Jodie
Foster and Matthew
McConaughey. To watch it now
is to take a trip back to that year
because the film tries to be pre-
sent day and its present has be-
come our recent past. This does
not mean it is not worth watch-
ing, in fact, in a way, it is fasci-
nating to now observe that the
ripples from politicians and cur-
rent events are so superficial.
But the film itself offers more

depth.

Viewers are shown through
flashbacks how the protagonist,
an astronomer, Eleanor Ar-
roway, has become who she is,
or who she thinks she is. She is
attempting to detect communica-
tions of intelligent life from dis-
tant sources. Directed by Robert
Zemeckis, the script was
adapted by the late Carl Sagan
from his own novel. Not far into
the story, Eleanor has a roman-
tic encounter with a religious
writer and former divinity stu-
dent, Palmer Joss. This relation-
ship leads to the reason why the

movie might interest you.

Within Eleanor’s world a conflict
arises between science and
faith. Not only that, but her de-
sire to pursue her research for
its own sake runs chock-a-block
against the reality of the on-
going nature of politics and per-
sonal rivalry no matter what the
time period. However, the curi-
osity of an overwhelming corpo-
rate capitalist played by John
Hurt works unexpectedly in her
favor.

Recommended.

Thank You LORD

Submitted by Carol Sherwood

| dreamt that | went to Heaven and an angel
was showing me around. We walked side-
by-side inside a large workroom filled with
angels. My angel guide stopped in front of
the first section and said, ' This is the Re-
ceiving Section... Here, all petitions to God
said in prayer are received. '

| looked around in this area, and it was terri-
bly busy with so many angels sorting

out petitions written on voluminous paper
sheets and scraps from people all over the
world.

Then we moved on down a long corri-

dor until we reached the second sec-

tion. The angel then said to me, ' This is the
Packaging and Delivery Section. Here,

the graces and blessings the people asked
for are processed and delivered to the living
persons who asked for them. ' | noticed
again how busy it was there. There were
many angels working hard at that station,
since so many blessings had

been requested and were being packaged
for delivery to Earth.

Finally at the farthest end of the long corri-
dor we stopped at the door of a very small

station. To my great surprise, only

one angel was seated there, idly doing noth-
ing. ' This is the Acknowledgment Section, '
my angel friend quietly admitted to me. He
seemed embarrassed ' How is it that there is
no work going on here? ' | asked.

'So sad, ' the angel sighed. ' After people
receive the blessings that they asked for,
very few send back acknowledgments. '
'How does one acknowledge God

's blessings? ' | asked...

'Simple, ' the angel answered. Just say, '
Thank you, Lord. "'

NEW! Hospitality Group at STAC

Submitted by Judy Larson

We have at St. Andrew St.
Charles a newly-formed Hos-
pitality Club. It's goal is to
provide meals to members of
the parish who have a major

illness, accident, death, or
other unforeseen circum-
stance.

If you are a member of the
church in need, or know of a
member in need, please con-
tact Father Greg Frost. He

will then contact the Hospitality
Club with your needs.

Also, if you would like to par-
ticipate as a meal provider with
the Hospitality Club, please
contact Judy Larson at 818-
363-4006.
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And speaking of Hospitality

Submitted by Cathie Coppolino

Did you ever wonder? How did that
coffee get there? Who makes it for
me every Sunday morning? Where
did those donuts and/or other good-
ies come from? How nice it is to
have something sweet to eat and
tasty to drink while | sit and chat
with my family and friends.

Well there is a great group of peo-
ple who help to make that all hap-
pen.

There’s actually a Donut Squad
here at STAC who pick up fresh

donuts from a local shop and lay
them out on a tray for the ten
o'clock group. And every Sunday
morning, without fail a parishioner
who enjoys attending the eight
o'clock service prepares coffee for
everyone. That person arrives early
so that 8 and 10ers can enjoy fresh
brewed coffee or tea with a light
shack while they socialize or attend
the Adult Faith Formation classes in
between services.

And then there is the clean-up
crew. A two-member team which
rotates each Sunday to clean up

the whole shebang so that we can
do it all again next week.

It really is an important ministry.
Just as serving on the Altar Guild
prepares the church for Eucharist,
these folks prepare the way for
community, fellowship and pleas-
antries.

It's a few small minutes about once
every six weeks or so and yet look
at how many benefit by these
deeds. Thank you to those who
help and if anyone wishes to be
part of that ministry, please speak
to Fr. Greg. Again. Thank You all!

Endings and Beginnings and Endings and . . .

To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under
the heaven:

The Breakfast Club of STAC . ..

Went out with a bang. The Sunday be-
fore the very last Sunday the Club really
went all out on a very special breakfast
with some of the familiar fare and then
surprised the palate with offerings of
Fried Plantains and Polenta and other
delightfully delicious dishes.

We bid a fond adieu to the Breakfast for
the summer season and look forward to
your return in Summer 2010.

Thank you to the entire team. Your
meals were fantastic and fun.

And as we bid the Choir adieu in June,
we welcome them back in September

Glorious voices singing praise to the
Lord will be back in the loft on Sunday
the 13th. And voices are needed! Espe-
cially tenors and bass. See John Scott
for details. Practices are Sunday’s at
9:30AM & 11:30AM

Hollywood Bowl - Report

Submitted by M. VanValkenburg

HOLLYWOOD BOWL — July 25,
2009

A really, really great time was had by all
30 of us who attended the Hollywood
Bowl and saw Jewel and Michael Fein-
stein — the food was great, our seats
not half bad, the weather was perfect,
and there was something for everyone.

We overheard young folks

saying they really loved

Jewel, but they didn’t rec-

ognize anything that Mi-

chael guy sang!! While the

rest of us ‘older’ and more

discerning folks said

‘Michael Feinstein sang so

many great standards —

and you could understand the words!!”

Generation gap that was
spanned by the bridge that
is the Hollywood Bowil.
We'll see you next year!!
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Book Club for September

The Book Club meets on
Tuesday Sept. 15th to discuss
The Pillars of the Earth

by Ken Follett

From Publishers Weekly

Set in 12th-century England, the
narrative concerns the building of a
cathedral in the fictional town of
Kingsbridge. The ambitions of three
men merge, conflict and collide
through 40 years of social and po-
litical upheaval as internal church
politics affect the progress of the
cathedral and the fortunes of the
protagonists. "Follett has written a
novel that entertains, instructs and
satisfies on a grand scale,”

Discussion is
led by Bill
Sibley.

Meet at the
Rectory at
7:30PM for
fun, food and
a fascinating
discussion.

Remember that St. Andrew and
St. Charles holds a Book Ex-
change in the Parish Hall at
least once a month. Bring your

Stained Glass Window Update

By: Fr. Greg

The progress on our
stained glass window
continues on as we
await permits and ap-
proval from the city.
Soon our church will
be filled with the radi-
ance of God through
vibrant reds, blues
and yellows streaming
through colorful panes
of stained glass. The
design is an original
design created spe-
cifically for us by
Gibbs and Son

stained glass com-
pany. Opportunities
still exist for each of
you to contribute to
this testimonial to our
faith. Contributions
can be made to St.
Andrew and St.
Charles with stained
glass window in the
memo line of your
check. Please con-
sider generously giv-
Ing to this project in
memory of a loved
one or on behalf of
you and your family.

Page 8

used books so that others may
enjoy them. It's a tremendous
bargain. Paperback books are a
mere 25 cents and even at 50
cents you can’t beat the price
of a hard cover. When you've
read it, bring it back for some-
one else to choose! There are
books for readers of all ages!

God’s beauty is all
around us, and it is never
more present than in our
churches because it is
there that we are more
present to God.
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Vestry Summary for June 2009

Summary of the June 2009 Vestry Meeting
(Approved by the Vestry on July 8, 2009)

Financial Issues: In light of the current economic situation, it is encouraging to report that pledges have
generally exceeded budget this year and that expenses are under budget. The Vestry is cautiously opti-
mistic that this positive activity continues through the remainder of the year.

Stained Glass Window Project: The Vestry discussed the ongoing work on the stained glass window. The
architect was paid for the required project drawings and the permits for the installation work should be ob-
tained in the near future. The Vestry discussed the need to quickly move forward in raising the additional
money necessary for the project.

Food Pantry: The Junior Warden reported that the Silo continues to discuss the increasing demand on the
food pantry. The Silo is exploring ways to highlight these needs to parishioners, as well as ways to ad-
dress the food pantry’s monthly funding deficit.

Fundraising Activities: The Senior Warden presented a summary of the Casino Night fundraiser. The Ves-
try agreed that this will be an annual fundraising event. A standard operating procedure (SOP) file has
been created to assist in future year planning.

Property: The City requires that North Valley Academy (NOVA) install a new fire hydrant on the property.
The plans include a new water line that will be installed in the alley and through the parking lot to the
school. Itis anticipated that the construction will begin during the summer break and take three months to
complete. There should be no issues related to access to the Church, however, construction will likely
extend down Rinaldi Street.

Miscellaneous:

It was noted that the Church website has been updated and the weekly bulletin has been revised to
include Father Jay Young as the Associate Rector.

The Junior Silo decided that name tags will be issued once a quarter — on “Amnesia Sundays” — to en-
courage fellowship amongst parishioners and newcomers.

The Vestry also discussed Eric Skidmore’s Eagle Scout project to construct a BBQ on the patio, which
must be completed by the first week of August.
The Senior Warden reported that the Adult Education Committee is looking for a new chair. One does not
need to teach classes to join the Committee — they are looking for people to organize and oversee the pro-
gram and help generate new ideas for future classes. Any interested parishioner should contact Father
Greg.
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Vestry Summary for July 2009

Summary of the July 2009 Vestry Meeting
(Approved by the Vestry on August 12, 2009)

Financial Issues: In light of the current economic situation, it is encouraging to report that

pledges continue to exceed budget this year. The Vestry continues to remain optimistic that this
positive activity continues through the remainder of the year. The Chair of the Audit Committee
presented a clean audit of the Church’s cash operations for the year ending December 31, 2008.

Stained Glass Window Project: The Vestry discussed the ongoing work on the stained glass win-
dow. The permits for the installation work are under review by the City. A donation solicitation
letter was reviewed for distribution to the congregation and the Vestry will continue to work with
parishioners to raise the additional funds needed to complete the project.

Food Pantry: The Vestry voted to reduce the monthly fund transfer to the Capital Fund and reallo-
cate this money to supplement the monthly food pantry budget. The Junior Silo continues to ex-
plore ways to encourage more contributions from parishioners.

FisherKing Newsletter: It was noted that the editor is not receiving regular contributions, so pa-
rishioners are encouraged to write articles or notify the Vestry of issues/subjects they would like
to see covered in the newsletter.

Adult Christian Education: The Rector is seeking a new Chair for this Committee who will over-
see the program and generate ideas for the upcoming year.

Fundraising Activities: The Junior Silo is planning the summer BBQ and funds raised will be do-
nated to the food pantry. Eric Skidmore’s Eagle Scout BBQ project will be completed and ready
for use at this event.

Property: The Property Committee reported that the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power (DWP) is still preparing plans for the installation of a new fire hydrant for North Valley
Academy (NOVA). The Parish Administrator noted that neither NOVA nor SAGE will receive rent
increases, however, discussions are underway with NOVA regarding rent for rooms they are
using.
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The Rector’s Corner

The Reverend Canon Greg Frost
El Salvador’'s Gift to Us

As a member of our diocesan
El Salvador companion rela-
tionship committee, | ventured
forth to El Salvador with six
other members on a transfor-
mational journey to our sister
diocese in Central America.
We went to see not only the
results of past assistance pro-
grams which the LA diocese
has financed but also to wit-
ness the growing need of what
is next. The list is exhaustive
from constructing roads and
additions on churches to pro-
viding vestments and prayer
books. El Salvador is the sec-
ond poorest nation in the
Western Hemisphere behind
Haiti. They need our re-
sources. They need our finan-
cial help. That is clear. What is
unclear is that which they can
give to us in return.

A companion relationship is
one that is based upon equal-
ity. The idea is that both com-
panions give of our gifts and
talents to the other’s needs.
However, hidden in the deep
recesses of our progressive
minds is this sinister thought:
“But what do they have to give
us? We don’t need anything
from them.” Such thinking is
paternalistic and arrogant, and
it creates an uneven relation-
ship. Salvadoran Episcopali-
ans don’t feel our relationship

is one of equality. And they are
right.

In discussing with other North
American Episcopalians from our
diocese and from other dioceses
their involvement in El Salvador,
they talk about their youth in-
volvement, transformed lives and
the funding of different projects.
But when | ask what Salvadoran
Episcopalians can give back,
they all become mute. Perhaps
we ought to make our companion
relationships contingent upon a
set of reciprocities from our com-
panion relationships. And if a dio-
cese or church can’t come up
with or don’t implement the recip-
rocity, then they can’t have a
companion relationship. It is
stunning to me to think that we
can't think of anything that Salva-
dorans have that we need. It is
even more stunning to me that
when | have mentioned some
ideas that we dismiss them as
being inferior culturally or less
sophisticated. And the arrogance
among the most progressive is
the most stunning factor of all.

So, here are a few things with
which | think the Salvadorans
could help us. First, Salvadorans
know and understand evil. They
have seen it close up. Violence
still plagues their society. We, in
the United States, tend to dis-
miss evil as judgmental thought
by the less educated and less
sophisticated. From the assassi-
nations of Archbishop Romero to

Page 11

the genocide of 900 people
in the town of El Mozote,
Salvadorans understand
that compassion doesn’t
make evil go away. Evil ex-
ists, and it is not to be
tended to lightly.

Secondly, Salvadorans take
care of the elderly. |1 did not
see one nursing home in the
entire country, and this is
because the elderly are re-
spected and taken care of
by family members. The eld-
erly participate in every as-
pect of community life per-
haps because they are ex-
pected to. And note that the
average life span in El Sal-
vador is equal to that of the
United States.

And finally, Salvadoran
Episcopalians could teach
us something about grati-
tude. Here are people who
have so little and yet are so
thankful to God for what
they do have. | think we,
Americans, are an ungrate-
ful lot. Excess breeds con-
tempt and ungratefulness.

The Church in El Salvador will
certainly take our money if we
throw it at them. However,
considering the relationship as
one of companion equality is a
joke. It sounds good and
makes us look compassionate.
But our refusal to see our own
weaknesses simply keeps our
boot heel on their necks. Who
wants companions like that?
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