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Stained Glass Window
Almost A Reality

A beautiful stained glass
window that has been
painstakingly crafted by
the artisans of R.D. Gibbs
& Company of
Glendale will
soon be gracing
the south wall of
our sanctuary
directly behind
the pulpit. As we
all have learned,
this was the
dream many
years ago of one
of our faithful
parishioners 1
when she made E_E'
a first humble -
contribution to such a
project. Since then a
generous member of our

congregation stepped
forward and donated all
of the funds needed to
create the window. Now
the task that lies ahead is
funding the completion of
the construction needed
for the installation. When
preparing to install the

. window the

| _§ contractor, in

| reviewing the
original archi-
tect’s draw-

~ beams in this
section of the
church. So, a
special sup-
porting frame
assembly had to be found
that would safely support
the weight of the 8 ft. by

Stained Glass Window

12 ft. window and its
frame. All of this re-
engineering cost was un-
known at the time of the
creation of the window
and costing of the project.
With that in mind, the
cost of the installation
has far exceeded all origi-
nal estimates. Parishion-
ers will soon be receiving
a letter explaining all of
this and outlining the de-
tails of our completion
fund. Once all of the ad-
ditional funds are commit-
ted, the instillation will
begin. We have been
assured by our contractor
that there will be little or
no interruption to our ser-
vices during the project’s
completion. We are all
looking forward to the
beauty and grace this
beautiful window will
bring to our church home.

Saturday July 25th -
Parish night at the
Hollywood Bowl.

Thomas Wilkins and the
Bowl Orchestra, with vo-
calists Jewel and Michael
Feinstein, lead you
through some of the most

HOLLYWOOD BOWL

memorable melodies
ever created, the songs
we all know and love,
from pop tunes to unfor-
gettable movie themes to
the greatest treasures in
the Great American
Songbook.

Tickets are $28/each and

we have a picnic area
reserved for our potluck
dinner preceding the
8:30pm concert. Tickets
on sale now - see or call
Marsha Van Valkenburg
818 773 9226 or email
marshavanv@yahoo.com
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Congratulations NOVA Grads!

By: Lanny West

This year our neighbors to the North,
North Valley Charter Academy, owing
to its growing enrollment, had to hold
two separate graduation exercises at
the end of the school year. Our Parish
Hall was filled to capacity twice on June
12™ In the morning, 48 eighth graders
graduated from middle school into high
school.

At 6 PM, 25 high school seniors were
graduated, many receiving special
scholastic honors. The ceremonies
were complete with several student
leader’'s speeches and a challenging
commencement address by Mr. Edward
French, an Emmy Award winning make-
up artist with numerous additional TV
and movie award nominations earned in
his over three decades of service to the

entertainment industry. This year the
seniors raised enough money to take
two senior trips...one an overnight
camping trip to Yosemite and later a
day trip to Catalina. They also held a
Senior Prom and a senior banquet at a
Porter Valley Country Club the week
before graduation.

These two graduating classes involved
a record number of students in this the
4™ year since receiving its charter and
its third year since coming to

St. Andrew and St. Charles campus.
Owing to the school’s scholastic stan-
dards and their dedication to serving
students best served on a small, per-
sonalized campus, its enrollment con-
tinues to grow with next year’s to be its
highest yet. A full schedule of summer
school classes has begun with remedial

opportunities for students needing addi-
tional help with their scholastic achieve-
ment. We are proud to share our prop-
erty with this fine charter school, its
students and its dedicated staff of
teachers and administrators.

North Valley
Charter Academy

Academic Excellence « Democratic
Leadership « Personal Growth

16651-A Rinaldi Street » Granada Hills « Ca.¢
91344 « 818-368-1557 * Fax 818-368-1935

A Public Charter School
6th thru 12th grades

A Poem to Inspire

Submitted by Beverly Walter

Hello God, | called tonight
to talk a little while . . .

I need a friend to listen

to my anxiety and trial.

You see, | can’t quite make it
through the day just on my own . . .
| need your love to guide me,

so I'll never feel alone.

| want to ask you please to keep,
my family safe and sound.

Come fill their lives with confidence
for whatever fate they're bound.

Give me faith, dear God, to face
each hour throughout the day,
and not to worry over things

| can’t change in any way.

| thank you God, for being home

And listening to my call. For
giving me such good advice when |
stumble and fall.

Your number, God, is the only one that

answers every time. | never get a busy
signal, never had to pay a dime.

So thank you God for listening to my trouble
and my sorrow. Good night God, | love you
too and I'll call again tomorrow.

Anonymous

A Pantry Plea

Submitted by Lanny West

With the current economic downturn impact-
ing many families in our community, more
folks are lining-up at our Food Pantry each
Thursday morning to receive a bag of gro-
ceries. Our weekly demand is now averaging
upwards of 28 to 32 families. To meet this
growing need, we continue to count on as-
sistance from our parish for canned fruits,

vegetables, cereal, and tuna...any and all
pantry staples. We welcome your donations of
standard-sized containers of all of these items.
Next time you do your grocery shopping, be
sure to include a few extra of things that you
have on your weekly shopping list that can be
used to help stock the shelves of our pantry.
We also welcome contributions placed in the
collection plate marked “Food Pantry”. These
contributions go a long way to help us in sup-
porting this important outreach. During 2008,

this valuable outreach of our church distrib-
uted over 925 bags of food to needy families
in our community. Owing to present eco-
nomic conditions, this year that number may
reach upwards of 1500 bags.

We appreciate your continued
and loving support of our Food
Pantry.
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Happy Birthday to you!

Thanks to Judy Boone for helping to
format the Birthday List.

July 01 Alexander Padilla
July 02 Pat Frisker

July 02 Michael Mouton
July 03 Sherrill Houston
July 03 Susan Coleman
July 07 Matthew Cosentino
July 08 Nadine Becker
July 08 Lauren Smith

July 09 Sadye Dobbins
July 09 Stacie George
July 10 Adina Calnan

July 12 Beth Lehtihalme
July 12 Paige Ann George
July 12 Kenneth Shoga
July 15 Judy Boone

July 15 Janice Frost

July 15 Tom Doyle

July 15 Clara Purdy

July 15 Kelly Wilson

July 17 Izybella Welch
July 18 Carolyn Carradine
July 19 Desiree Poturny
July 20 Marcia Henry

July 20 Delanie George
July 21 Alfred Nkum

July 22 Charlotte Will
July 23 Marcos La Tray
July 25 Ernest Hillberg
July 25 Quinton Lennox
July 28 Sarah Bass

July 29 Carol Torcello
July 30 Terri Bourg

July 30 Gordon Mac Donald
July 31 Joyce Emerson
July 31 Christina Soldano

A Special Gift to our Parish

Compiled by C. Coppolino

You have probably heard about the
endeavors of one of the younger mem-
bers of our Parish. Eric Skidmore is
working towards his Eagle Scout Badge
in The Boy Scouts of America. From
Wikipedia “The Eagle Scout Leadership
Service Project is the opportunity for a
Scout to demonstrate leadership of
others while performing a project for the
benefit of his community. This is the

culmination of the Eagle Scout candi-
date's leadership training and requires a
significant effort. The project must
benefit an organization other than the
BSA, but it cannot be performed for an
individual or a
business, cannot
be solely a fund-

raising project, and \.msm—.ﬁa;é,’ ot

cannot be a com-
mercial effort. “

Eric’s Project will be to build a perma-
nent barbecue and garden planters on
the back patio here at STAC! Eric held
a very successful Rummage Sale on
June 13th and 14th to help raise funds
gz~ for his project and he brought in
& over $1200.00! We support Eric
B¢R in this noble undertaking and look
forward to the fun and usefulness
of this great gift to our parish.
Thank you Eric and Way To Go!

Breakfast Club

No not the movie!

The St. Andrew and St. Charles
Breakfast Club is a whole differ-
ent biscuit. And gravy, and sau-
sages and bacon and eggs and
omelets too! Those go along
with pancakes, French toast,
fresh fruit, juices, coffee, and all

the other necessary fixin's to
make for a hearty breakfast that
would put the local coffee shop
to shame.

Our Breakfast Club begins on
July 5th following the 8:00 AM
service. This group of dedicated
and TALENTED cooks have

been feeding the parishioners for
many many years now. New
members are always welcome
and there is no detention teacher
in sight! If you want to be part of
this ministry at STAC, speak to
Zack Cooper or Fr. Greg. You'll
have an apron on in no time.
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Charlie—Andrews Party was a blast!

Huge Thanks to The Roomes for
making room in their beautiful
home when they hosted a long
over-due Charlie—Andrews
Party.

The weather was perfect, the
atmosphere was joyful and the
food was fantastic! This was a
true pot-luck and as luck would
have it there were plenty of pots!
Filled with delicious appetizers,
main course surprises and
yummy desserts.

If you've never been to an Charlie
Andrews party, you're encour-
aged to watch for the next one!

It's a great time for the adults of
the parish to get together for
some fun outside of the walls of
the parish hall.

Again, many thanks to Rick and
Winnie for their hospitality.

General Convention July 8th Through July 17th

Submitted by : M. VanValkenburg

Southern California — at the
Anaheim Convention center.

Volunteers are needed. LA night is
Wednesday, July 15"

Archbishop of Canterbury will be
speaking July 8", as will our
Presiding Bishop, Katherine Jefferts
Schori.

You can just go for the day, ¥ day
or evening, to mingle with thou-

sands and thousands of Episcopali-

ans from around the
country. Based on
experiences had at
our own Diocesan
convention, the min-
gling of Episcopalians
(we believe the same
things, but we're SO

DIFFERENT !1) is an experience
not to be missed!

Go to the Dioce-
san website for
more information

The Quiet Choir

Submitted by C. Coppolino

As is usual, the choir is silent
during the summer. It's always
interesting to be in the pews on
Sundays in Summer.

Not all of us may be as skilled or
as confident as those who offer

God'’s gift of voice in the Choir
Loft—but we certainly give it our
best. It's different of course, but
not at all discordant. Usually
during the summer months we
are treated as well to the vocals
and instruments of other mem-
bers of our parish. | love that!

Choir will begin in earnest in Sep-
tember and choir master John
Scaott is always looking for willing
members. Particularly men! If
you'd like to join the choir please
speak to John and meanwhile en-
joy the different sounds of music
during their break.
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Movies with Marsha Van Valkenburg

HANNAH MONTANA — THE
MOVIE

Yes, | was coerced by a 6-yr old
girl (and her mother) to see this
movie. They know I like music,
so figured I'd like this. Let me
tell you, I am NOT a fan of the
teen-scene that currently domi-
nates our world — Disney or oth-
erwise. | think most of these
‘stars’ are pre-formed and syn-
thesized, for the most part. |
feel the same way about Miley
Cyrus — she’s cute, (so’s her
dad, Billy Ray), and she can
carry a tune. Beyond that, |

don't getit. BUT —if you are a
teen-or-younger girl, you, like
my little friend Claire, probably
know every

word of

every Han-

nah Mon-

tana song. |

encouraged

Claire to

sing along in

the theater, even though she
was wary because she has
learned (since our first movie
together when she was about 3)
how to behave in a theater. It
was a JOY hearing all the girls,

all ages, singing along. It's a
cute story, poignant at times,
one song with her dad (who
plays her dad in the movie too)
made me cry, as did the finale
which is her current hit song,
‘The Climb’ — the song talks
about how it doesn't matter
where you're going or where you
end up — the important thing is
the journey. OK. Fine. It wasn't
half bad!

Best Star Trek Ever!

STAR TREK

My husband thinks this is the
BEST Star Trek movie that's
been made to date. | think it
was Star Trek IV (the one with
the humpbacked whales) but
this one is truly magnificent.
The effects, the casting — the
casting!!! — really wonderful!

The movie
starts when
James T. Kirk is
a young punk
who can’'t seem
to find his
niche. He’s bril-
liant, and only
tries out for Star
Fleet because

someone dares him. There’s
this whole time/space continuum
thing, fabulous special effects,
and that really great humor that
has made this series last for so
long. Trekkers and casual
movie-goers alike are all loving

this film — and you will too!!

Don’'t Miss UP!

uUP

Well, Pixar has cer-

tainly done it a gain.

The poignant, sad-ish

parts are important — and short —
the rest is simply genius. The writ-
ers have made each character spot
-on what and who they are sup-

posed to be. The kid acts just like a
kid, and says things just like a kid in
his place would say — imagine a
movie that seems reall!l And the
dogs. | kid you not, the dogs will
make you laugh until you cry. The
bad guy is scary, the hot-air bal-
loons that take the man and the boy
across the world and then some are

only a little unbelievable, and the
story is priceless. Do NOT miss this
movie — | didn’t see it in

3D, but I'm told it didn't

add
much to
the story.
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Book Club for July

The Book Club meets on
Tuesday July 21st to discuss
The Reluctant Fundamentalist
by Moshin Hamid

An excerpt from reviews at
Amazon.com

The Reluctant Fundamentalist,
is a daring, fast-paced mono-
logue of a young Pakistani man
telling his life story to a mysteri-
ous American stranger. It's a
controversial look at the dark
side of the American Dream,
exploring the aftermath of 9/11,
international unease, and the
dangerous pull of nostalgia.

Please join us at the Rectory at
7:30 PM. Discussion led by
Lee West

This book is
readily available
on Amazon in
hard cover, pa-
perback and
also as Kindle.

NOTE—Book

Club doesn’t

meet in August

and resumes in
September with Pillars of the
Earth by Ken Follett.

AIDS Lunch Program

By: Lanny West

AIDS Lunch Program
Continues

One of our most important
outreach programs is still our
providing lunches once a
month for patients awaiting
treatment at the USC Los An-
geles County AIDS Clinic.

On the first Monday of the
month the church kitchen is
abuzz with a cadre of sand-
wich makers skillfully assem-
bling four different kinds of
fresh sandwiches...ham &
cheese, tuna salad, peanut
butter & jelly and egg salad.
In all, about 225 sandwiches
are made and packed for
transport to the clinic the next
morning. Along with the

sandwiches a menu potato
salad, macaroni salad, cook-
ies and apple juice are of-
fered to the patients. A box
of about 35 assorted sand-
wiches along with apple juice
is dropped-off at the chil-
dren’s clinic waiting room
across the street from the
USC clinic. We usually have
a full complement of eager
sandwich makers on that
Monday morning for which we
are grateful. However, we are
in need of a couple of extra
drivers and assistants to take
the lunches to the clinic the
following morning. We are
currently down to two drivers
and three assistants rotating
this monthly assignment. We
would like to encourage any-
one who would like to volun-
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Remember that St. Andrew
and St. Charles holds a
Book Exchange in the Par-
ish Hall at least once a
month. Bring your used
books so that others may
enjoy them. It's a tremen-
dous bargain. Paperback
books are a mere 25 cents
and even at 50 cents you
can't beat the price of a
hard cover. When you've
read it, bring it back for
someone else to choose!

teer to drive the sandwiches
to the clinic or go along with
the drivers to assist in the dis-
tribution are encouraged to
contact Pete Boone. We
leave the church by 9:30 AM
and normally return no later
than 12:30 PM. We appreci-
ate all of the dedicated sand-
wich makers who eagerly join
-in making the sandwiches
each month. But again, we
are looking for additional vol-
unteer drivers and assistants
to ease the schedule of those
who have been doing it for
the last several years. This is
a very important and much
appreciated outreach the
members of St. Andrew & St.
Charles provide these pa-
tients and the clinics. We
welcome your participation.
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The Rector’s Corner

The Reverend Canon Greg Frost
Hans Brinker Bishops

Once, a parishioner called to inform
me that she was transferring to an-
other Episcopal church because she
was moving into that church’s parish,
i.e. that circuit of ground committed
to the charge of one parson or vicar.
Even though | told her that the me-
dieval notion of parochial boundaries
had long since been dead due to the
abundance and availability of
automobiles, the improvement of
roads and society’s increasing
stress of an individual's freedom
to choose, she still felt it was right
to go to the church whose
boundaries she lived within.

This is a rare case indeed. Many of
our parishioners travel miles to at-
tend the church of their choice often
times driving right past other Episco-
pal churches along their way. As re-
sult of advancements in technology,
more opportunities are available to
people from which to choose. Where
to attend church is just one of them.
Every parochial clergy person is well
aware of this fact and accepts that
this is the way life is. “The world is
flat,” states author, Thomas Fried-
man, in his best seller by the same
title. You can talk to tech support in
India just as easily as someone in
Boise.

Everyone is aware of this and ac-
cepts it except our bishops and lead-
ership. These folks want to retain a
medieval, feudal, landed, gentry sys-
tem of geographical boundaries that
died with Macbeth. But unlike paro-
chial clergy and parish boundaries,
bishops are very territorial when it
comes to their diocesan boundaries.
And amazingly many of our bishops

were once rectors who accepted parish-
ioners from other “parishes” into their
own churches but now want to prohibit
the same freedom to churches. Double
standard?

One thing needs to be made clear. | am
not advocating and do not support the
freedom of churches to secede from
ECUSA and affiliate with other Anglican
communions within or outside of the
United States. However, | am advocat-
ing allowing individual churches the
freedom to choose which diocese within
ECUSA they would like to affiliate. Like
a parishioner transferring membership,
a church would transfer to another dio-
cese. All Episcopal polity would still ex-
ist. This would simply allow a church to
associate with another fully sanctioned
Episcopal diocese. At one time, geogra-
phy was a barrier. But geographical dis-
tance is irrelevant these days! For in-
stance, currently, St. Andrew and St.
Charles receives a pastoral visit from
one of our bishops every other year.
With transportation the way it is today,
we could easily receive a visit from a
bishop anywhere in the United States
within that time frame. And with commu-
nication technology through email,
SKYPE, twitter, text messaging, confer-
ence calling, Facebook, websites and
cell phones, a church can be in frequent
contact with any diocese or bishop re-
gardless of one’s geographical location.
The creek is rising. Trying to stop it is
like Hans Brinker putting his thumb in
the dyke.

Unless you live under a rock, you are
aware of the shrinking of our planet due
to technology. So, then, why isn't this a
no-brainer for the Church? The answer
is power, fear and control. Bishops fear
losing churches and revenues. They
also don't want to cede power to con-
gregations by giving congregations the
opportunity to choose where to affiliate.
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Certain interest groups and mi-
norities also fear the loss of
power. By restricting freedom of
choice through geographical
boundaries, control can rest in the
hands of a few. In politics, this is
called gerrymandering. It is used
to keep certain people and parties
in power and limit individuals the
freedom of a fair choice. Such
control has nothing to do with our
Christian faith since our God
never coerces or forces us to be-
lieve in God. Quite the opposite!
Christ died at the hands of those
who wanted to restrict freedom of
choice and control people’s faith.

The day is coming when our tradi-
tional diocesan feudal system will
break down giving way to a more
progressive, just system. It is in-
evitable. The world is flat. And the
time will come when some very
normal bishop in a very normal
diocese will break ranks from the
good ol’ boys’ and girls’ club by
offering the option of running a
church’s stewardship program for
a lower cut than the church’s cur-
rent diocese and a share of the
profits beyond a projected budg-
eted amount to any church willing
to join his/her diocese. Any dioce-
san bishop within ECUSA who
wants to make this offer to me, |
(and lots of other churches) would
be willing to listen.
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