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We dedicated the Window

Lanny West

The dedication of our glorious
stained glass window, marks
the culmination of a dream
whose seed was planted sev-
eral years ago. At the time it
was thought to be too large a
financial undertaking. A small
fund was started with its total
growing a little each year. But,
in early 2008, an anonymous
donor came forward and offered
to underwrite the cost of a win-
dow. It was then that contacts
were made with several re-
spected Los Angeles area
stained glass studios whose
reputations indicated could
design and produce a window to
meet and compliment the
unique design features of our
church. Each studio visited the
church and were offered an
opportunity to submit designs.
After careful consideration of
each of the designs and their
accompanying bids, the firm of
R.D. Gibbs & Company of Glen-
dale was awarded the contract.
Once the final design was ap-
proved, the process of construc-
tion planning and permit acqui-
sition was begun.

Many delays were experienced
and costs added due to the
myriad of city building and
safety permits and specifica-
tions recently enacted to meet
new earthquake standards.
These new requirements added
a substantial amount of time
and cost to our project. But now,
with the formal dedication, we
can all agree that the beauty
and radiant colors that now
grace our sanctuary each and
every Sunday, it was well worth

the additional time and cost.

We deeply appreciate those
who have made donations to
our window project....from the
first humble “seed” donations
years ago, to the major under-
writing donation and the many
supplemental donations that
financed the project’s comple-
tion. “Thank You!”.

Inside the Issue

By: Cathie Coppolino

The window dedication cere-
mony was fitting to cele-
brate on the Patronal Feast
of St. Andrew and St.
Charles on Jan 24. Taking
up a bit of “old news” please
review the Vestry summary
and don’t miss the pageant
pix. Moving ahead we look
forward to Shrove Tuesday
and Ash Wednesday. The

Red Tent explored Noah'’s
Ark and will visit Peterson
Museum in February—details
during announcements.

Some Miscellaneous notes
are note-worthy :-) The
Lenten Program promises to
fill your tummy and your
mind on a Sacred Journey.
Consider the needs of oth-
ers through the promotion of

Peace, Prayer and open
your purse for Haiti.

Marsha takes us to the mov-
ies and Greg keeps it Sim-
ple (or simply challenging) in
the Rectors Corner. The
book list for the year is pub-
lished for the last time so
make a copy if you like.

DEADLINE for March issue
February 21—3:00 PM
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Vestry Summary

Summary of the December 2009
Vestry Meeting

(Approved by the Vestry on Janu-
ary 13, 2010)

Financial Issues: The Treasurer’'s Re-
ports continue to reflect pledges that
exceed budget and year-to-date ex-
penses that are under budget. It was
noted that $11,000 from the designated
gifts line item and $10,000 from the
capital fund were transferred for the
stained glass window. The Parish Ad-
ministrator noted that 94 pledges were
received at the ingathering, 104 were
received and a total of 120 pledges
were expected. A final budget was
presented that included a pledge
amount of $215,000, which is slightly
higher than 2009. The Executive Com-

mittee voted to include a 2% staff salary
increase, which will leave a $1,100 sur-
plus. The Vestry unanimously ap-
proved the 2010 budget.

Senior Warden’s Report: The Senior
Warden reviewed the Christmas service
schedule and pageant. The Senior Silo
decided that 2010 fundraising events
should be a major discussion topic at
the January Vestry retreat because no
events have been scheduled.

Junior Warden’s Report: The Junior
Warden reported that the Property
Committee is receiving bids on fixing
the rectory driveway and repaving the
church parking lot. It was reported that
the recently-repaired parish hall ceiling
leak held during the December rain-
storms, so the walls will be painted in

the near future. It was also reported
that the lights in the Sanctuary and the
swamp cooler above the kitchen will
both be replaced.

Rector’'s Report: The Rector reported
on the success of the Thanksgiving Day
meal that was provided to the North
Hills Retirement Hotel. The Rector
thanked the following Vestry members
who will be leaving in January 2010:
Colleen George, Marsha Van Valken-
burg; Cindy Young; and Zack Cooper.
The Rector introduced Merrill Malk-
erson as the new Senior Warden. The
Vestry approved the Rector’s request
that $30,000 be designated a parson-
age, per the IRS Code of 1986.

Christmas Pageant 2009

These pictures didn’'t make the deadline for
last month’s issue—however these kids are
just too cute to pass up!

Enormous THANKS to ALL who helped
make the pageant a roaring success!

Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday

Annual Mardi Gras Pancake Supper
February 16th in the Parish Hall.

Pancakes are the tradition, but we've been
known to break from it now and then with
yummy surprises like Gumbo and such. Who
knows what the menu will bring this year, but
one thing for sure it's ALWAYS fun. Come
join us from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Cost is $4.00 for Adults and $2.00 for chil-
dren (10 and under)

February 17 2010

Imposition of Ashes and
Holy Eucharist
6AM,

12PM (noon)
7:30PM.

Please find informa-
tion on our Lenten
Soup Supper Series
on the Sacred Journey

by Frederick Buechner
on page three of this is-
sue. Feb 24 thru Mar 24
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Adult Faith and Lenten Program

M. Malkerson and B. Coppolino

The final of four discussions on
“Science and Faith”, moderated
by Bob Coppolino, Kari Doyle and
Kuyler Doyle will be held on Feb-
ruary 7. Susan Cornner will talk
on  February 14"  about
“Valentines Day” (From February
21 through March 4™, Carol
Sherwood will present us with
“Suffering”.

On March 21 Mike Mouton will
moderate a discussion on
Comfort Zones. “Comfort zones
are the choices we make in our
lives that enable us to continue to

feel comfortable for the short term
in our lives.”

Following the Palm Sunday and Easter
“Spring Break” a group of professional
experts will discuss “Personal Health
Issues” on April 11", “Personal Safety”
on April 18", and “Home Safety” on
April 25"". We will then feel quite secure
to engage in a “Bible Study”, topic by
Patrick Coleman from May 2" through
May 23 A final two weeks on “to be
determined” topic by Merrill Malkerson

will be offered on May 30" and June 6™.

Finally Merrill Malkerson, will be
“Defending Your Life” in movie discus-
sions on June 13" June 20" and
June 27™. We will then break for

summer.

Lenten Soup Suppers—

Joseph Campbell, author and theolo-
gian, says that a hero is the person who
dies to his/her own personal historical
limitations and returns then to us, trans-
figured, to teach us and lead us to life
renewed. Frederick Buechner is one
such hero. In his book, The Sacred
Journey, Buechner shows us through
his life that each of our lives is a sacred
journey filled with the presence of God.
Starting on Wednesday, February 24
and continuing through Wednesday,
March 24" from 6:30PM to 8:15PM

will be our Lenten Soup Supper and
Program. Fr. Greg will lead the discus-
sion. This is a great opportunity to fulfill
your Lenten discipline. Books will be
available in the coming weeks.

Red Tent

Story and Pix—Carol Sherwood

On a very rainy Wednesday eight ladies of
the Red Tent group headed for, appropri-
ately, Noah's Ark at the Skirball Cultural
Center. After a delicious lunch, we played in
the ark and admired

many imaginative renditions of animals
made from everyday things, such as a key-
board forming the mane of a zebra. There
were ways to make some of the animals
move and we were invited to touch and ex-
plore. One of our members commented that,
although the display is geared

for children, only adults could fully appreciate
the cleverness of the exhibit.

Miscellaneous Miscellany

Congratulations and prayers
of thanksgiving to Greg and
Janice as they have become
new grandparents.

And congratulations too to
Michael and Priscilla! Looking
forward to some pictures!

Merrill Malkerson wishes to
extend much gratitude to Bill
and Charlie Lynch for the gift
of the piano and for helping to
move it to it's new home in
Merrill’s living room.

The annual meeting welcomed
four new Vestry members. Thank
you and congratulations to Lanny
West, Renee Rivera, Ken Shoga
and David Dean. And Sr. Warden
Merrill Malkerson. Thanks to the
retiring vestry Colleen George,
Cindy Young, Zack Cooper and
Marsha Van Valkenburg.
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Advancing the peace

Merrill Malkerson

In the Nineteenth Century in Massachu-
setts, Henry David Thoreau intentionally
refused to pay his poll tax to protest
slavery and unjust war. He was finally
arrested and spent a night in jail. He
was willing to stay in jail but his aunt
bailed him out. The fruit of his belief and
experience was his writing on civil dis-
obedience.

Mahatma Gandhi worked for civil rights
for his people first in South Africa and
then India. Gandhi did not believe in
violence, but he did believe in non-
violent civil disobedience. He called it
“satyagraha”. He was deeply influenced
by Thoreau’s writing.

| have faith that you are reading these
words a little in the future of my writing
them which | began on Martin Luther
King Day. | read once that it is the privi-
leged--that is to say, perhaps, those
who have gotten an education and then
“thought” about things and decided to
act--who are instrumental to change in
a society. King was an educated young
man whose father was already the pas-
tor of a successful church. He was
taken with Gandhi's ideas and deeds as
Gandhi had been engrossed by Tho-
reau.

When beliefs combine with behavior
there can likely be a real and historical
outcome. Lives are too often lost but
future lives may also be gained and
lives present and future changed for the
better. It isn't a new story but reading

this I'll bet it's part of your story. Be-
cause Christ in losing his human life
gave us ours. I'm certainly not a reli-
gious expert. But our lives, beliefs, feel-
ings and actions are what they are be-
cause of our association with St. An-
drew and St. Charles and Christianity.

And just so with the idea of non-violent
resistance to a moral wrong and the
willingness to accept come what may. |
think it dwarves a lot of little contentions
we hear about among Episcopalians
right now, present company excepted.

How can | help in Haiti?

If you Google “How can | help in
Haiti” the search results will be
enormous. MOST of the results
will be from legitimate organiza-
tions that have set up methods
by which to donate. Some are
not—so do be aware that ill-
intent runs the gamut even in
times of disaster.

If you would like to give through
the church may | direct you to
flyers in either narthex at the
church, or please visit The Epis-
copal Relief & Development
Web site where you can make a
donation online. Type into your
web browser http://www.er-d.org
The American Red Cross is an-
other noble organization that is

always ready to help those in
need all over the world. Again
you can make a donation online
visit http://www.redcross.org/

The need in Haiti is desperate
and will be a long-lasting need.
We who KNOW the devastating
effects of earthquake can truly
understand. Please give.

Prayer Chain

Our very active Prayer Chain
at St. Andrew & St. Charles
has taken on a slightly new
dimension. You can help
spread the love of God by
your prayer for the needs of
others.

A “Prayer Request Form” can

be found in either narthex
each Sunday or you may con-
tact the office by phone or
email.

All prayer requests will re-
main on the list for two weeks
unless otherwise requested.

And the prayer requests are
distributed within the weekly
bulletin on each Sunday and
also by email once a week. It's
a good way to be in touch and
touched by God to devote
some time daily to pray for
those in need.
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Invictus

Nelson Mandela, imprisoned for 26
years under apartheid, read this poem
by William Henley every day, and attrib-
utes it to his maintaining sanity in an
insane situation. The poet had had a
leg amputated and thought his life was
over, but realized with faith he may
overcome. The poem, Invictus ends
with the familiar lines

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the
scroll,

| am the master of my fate:

| am the captain of my soul.

Morgan Freeman usually plays GOD,
and what could be better than that?
Well, how about Morgan Freeman play-

ing Nelson Mandela? The two of them
actually met in real life, and Mandela
told Freeman he looked forward to be-
ing represented by Freeman in a movie
role — and now it's here. Mandela has
just taken office in South Africa, and
those close to him are having a hard
time with his ‘politics’. He ran on a
ticket of a ‘rainbow’ country, but the
blacks in his cabinet can't believe he
wants white secret service men. Or
that he wants his country to rally around
their soccer team at the World Cup
Soccer tournament to be played in
South Africa. Mandela has to convince
everyone — his daughter, his cabinet,
and the captain of the soccer team -
that although soccer in South Africa has
previously been representative of the

Movies With Mareha s

apartheid conditions and the white gov-
ernment, the only way the world will
ever lift sanctions and accept South
Africa as an emerging nation, is if the
ENTIRE COUNTRY rallies around its
team. If this movie was fiction, the crit-
ics would be railing that it was a dream-
like story that could never happen in
real life. The fact that it did is a testa-
ment to the man — Nelson Mandela —
and the country that dared follow his
dream. If you're looking for inspiration,
see this movie.

My daughter-in-law insisted | see
this in 3-D. She’s pretty attuned
to what | hate, and insisted that |
would love this movie. Another
friend suggested IMAX 3-D . |
couldn’t handle both, so saw it
only in 3-D. What a beautiful film!
The story is completely predict-
able which is not a problem for
me, and the technology is phe-
nomenal. Itis futuristic, but the
themes are not. The helicopter
blades are interesting, the back-

and-forth between cryogenic and
real are hard to grasp, but the
beauty of Pandora is not to be
believed. Pandora is the planet
on which all the action takes
place. A private company has
found a mineral on Pandora that
is worth a ga-zillion dollars an
ounce, and have hired formal mili-
tary personnel to be their
‘mercenaries’ to get the minerals
at whatever the cost. The bad
earth-folks don’'t understand the

‘green’ energy happenings of
Pandora, which is worth more
than any gem or mineral. The
Pandorans can connect with the
plant and animal life on their
planet , and communicate and
share their energy. Itis an eco-
logical message but not too
preachy. This movie MUST be
seen in the theatre!

Sandra Bullock — what else need
we say? Except that she is the
most beautiful blonde I've ever
seen. True story — VERY rich
upper-class white family takes in
(or takes on)

young black man in their kids’
school who has no family of his
own. Memphis locales, and won-

derfully satisfying story with oo-
dles of humor — the young man
who plays the younger brother is
on his way to Oscar, for sure!
Tim McGraw — country star, hus-
band of Faith Hill and — actor? —
YES!! Please see this movie —
there really are people out there

who just want
to do the right
thing...
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The Rector’s Corner
The Rev. Canon Greg Frost

[olefeefe o e e e e efefelelefefe e e e cfefofelofefoc o clefefofelofocccccclefecfofecccecccclefefefefefocccccclelefefefefocccccclefelefefefecccccclofelelele]
E REAL SIMPLE

a . . . . e

E Our daughter-in-law, Priscilla, for Christmas a year ago gave us a year’s subscription to the

8 magazine, Real Simple. In truth, she gave it for Janice’s enjoyment because it is a chick mag.

E However, | have come to enjoy reading it despite some of the touchy-feely material and articles

g on cosmetics and hair products. But, | must admit that when | am in public | insert Real Simple
into the middle of ESPN, the Magazine in order to read it incognito like when | was in high

8 school and used to insert Sports Illustrated in between the pages of my U.S. History book to

read in class.
a

# Recently, Real Simple had a gem of an article entitled, 10 Everyday Ethical Questions, An-
swered. The article presented ten real life, common ethical dilemmas which we all encounter. |
am going to list some of them without comment in order to allow you to determine your an-
swers. If you want the author’s responses, then you will have to pick up Real Simple, February
2010, and of course, if you are male, also pick up the latest edition of ESPN, the Magazine for

E proper public cover.

If something at a yard sale is far more valuable than the posted price, do | have to let the seller

restaurant?

If a charity sends me free address labels and | don’t make a contribution, is it ok to use them?
Is it unfair to move into better (open) seats at a sporting event or concert?

My boss gave me credit for a project of which a colleague did most of the work. Should | accept
Ethe praise?

Am | obligated to lend money to friends and family?
E If someone tells an offensive joke, is it my responsibility to speak up about it?
g Is it ever ok to sneak a peek at your child’s or spouse’s email?

My boss asked me to cover for him/her on his/her expense report by saying | was at a meal
when | wasn’t. Should | do it?

g A parent in front of me in line at the grocery store is verbally shouting at their young child for
apparent wrongdoing and then spanks them. Should | step in and say something? (This is my

know?
Is it considered stealing to take pens from a bank? What about extra napkins from a fast food
guestion and is not in the magazine.) E

a
E Real simple, huh? E
E ... -]
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St. Andrew and St. Charles Book Club

The STAC Book Club usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Rectory.

* Feb 16 The Help by Kathryn Stockett This month we meet in the St. Charles Room followin g
- Shrove Tuesday supper on February 16th—Please join us there for fellowship and discussion!

Discussion lead: Judy Boone

Mar 16 Undaunted Courage by Stephen E. Ambrose

Discussion lead: Cathie Coppolino

Apr 20 The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo _ by Stieg Larsson

Discussion lead: Janice Frost

: May 18 Frankenstein _ by Mary Shelly

Discussion lead: David Dean

. June 15 Agincourt by Bernard Cornwell

Discussion lead: Bill Sibley

July 20 The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Discussion lead: Mike Mullins
Sept 21 Anna Karenina_ by Leo Tolstoy
(Constance Garrett translation recommended)

Discussion lead: Merrill Malkerson

Oct 19 The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown

Discussion lead: Michael Cornner

Nov 16 The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein

Discussion lead: Sheri Shaffer

Dec 21 Flatland by Edwin A. Abbott - - Discussion lead: Bob Coppolino

Book Club Report—Merrill Malkerson

- Susan Cornner excellently moderated our book (The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society) last month. The was no
negative criticism of the book. Though the gathering seemed small, Mary Hilberg added a lot to the discussion; for at the time
- of the German occupation of Guernsey she was a child in Edinburgh. Only she and her siblings remained with her mother in
. their neighborhood. All the other kids were evacuated. So her reminiscences gave an immediacy to the contents of the book
. although the book itself is fiction
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