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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Dec 01 Pete Boone

Dec 01 Jared Hewitt
Dec 02 Raquel George
Dec 03 Greg Frost

Dec 03 Tom Martin

Dec 04 Richard Kohler
Dec 06 Rick Ferreira
Dec 06 Glenn Soto

Dec 07 Chris Purdy

Dec 08 Cricket Welch
Dec 09 Brian Lennox
Dec 09 James Young
Dec 11 David Dean

Dec 12 Karon Skidmore
Dec 13 Jo Jo Whittaker
Dec 14 Lis Stewart

Dec 16 Kimberly Hollis
Dec 18 Matthew Munday
Dec 20 Kathleen Pelaez
Dec 20 Calvin Trousdale
Dec 21 Allyson Hubbard
Dec 22 Megan Ferreira
Dec 23 Jenna Cadwallader
Dec 23 John Hubbard
Dec 23 Manjula Patel
Dec 23 Tish Starbard
Dec 26 Clara Yee

Dec 27 Eric Cadwallader
Dec 28 Deborah Chase
Dec 29 Susan Smaldino

Dec 30 Caris Giampietro

Pledge Drive

Written by: C Coppolino

November 8th, 2009 marked
the celebration of our An-
nual Pledge Drive at St.
Andrew and St. Charles
Church.

The Breakfast Club once
again delighted our palates
as they offered their time
and talent to feed us sump-
tuously. The Parish Hall was

brightly decorated with he-
lium balloons at each table
and the altar was created on
the stage by members of our
Altar Guild.

We began our service as
usual, with the processional
hymn, readings and then we
broke for breakfast. The
Reverend Canon Greg de-
lighted us with a stimulating
sermon and the choir's Of-
fertory Anthem “Prayer of

Hildegard” was stirring. .
As each member pro-
ceeded to the altar to offer
our pledges of time , treas-
ure and talent for the com-
ing year, mem-
bers of the Youth
Group stood with
the Offering
Plates to accept
our pledges.

As Greg blessed and lifted
our offering to God, the sym-
bolic balloons were re-
leased.

These
pictures
tell the
story of
each of
us as a
commu-
nity and
as indi-

viduals who do,
with gratitude,
share our time,
i talent and
treasure .

Inside the Issue

By: Cathie Coppolino

It's a delight every month to find
what's new and interesting in
our church community and
then coordinate it in a manner
that is informative and enter-
taining for all of you dear read-
ers. This month, I'm happy to
have so many pictures to
share! | took this one on Sun-
day Nov. 22 with my cell
phone. The sunlight through
the leaves was spectacular.

Rays of God’s light shining
down upon us. And soon that
light will shine
' through our
window.

Read about our
! Youth Activities!
i The children and
fa teens alike are
very busy peo-
ple. The Red
Tent Women
and the Book

Club are great groups. We see
to the needs of others through
the pantry and through prayer.
And the business of our church
is presented in Vestry Sum-
mary. Marsha sees to our extra-
curricular entertainment and
Adult Faith reaches inward. And
of course our Rector provide us
with food for thought. Enjoy!

And Merry Christmas to ALL!
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Children’s Chapel

Written by: Kate Nott (chapel coordinator)

The Children’s chapel is held
each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
prior to Sunday School. Itis
a short service, oriented to
young children. Each week
different children assist in
lighting and snuffing the can-
dles, and sometimes reading
a prayer. We always include
the Lord’s Prayer, either
through song (they know two
versions) or just saying it to-
gether. Children are encour-

aged to listen well, but to
share concerns at prayer
time. Any child who likes
may ask for a special prayer
or thanksgiving, and it is in-
cluded. They are very com-
fortable doing this. Some-
times a birthday prayer is
shared to let the child know of
God'’s love for them.

We have a large selection of
hymns that the children know,
and sometimes one or two
are shared in church, when
we feel we are in particularly

good voice. They love the
singing, and sometimes we
accompany this with instru-
ments.

The children come to chapel
enthusiastically, and in fact
we continue with the service
during the summer as they
don't like to miss it. Lighting
a candle is a highlight, and
each child is ensured a turn
as the weeks go on.

Read more about Chapel on
Page three —8 >

Youth Group Activities

Written by: Kelly VanValkenburg

In early November the Youth
Group took a trip to fabulous
Downtown Los Angeles for a day
of exploring. Beginning at the
North Hollywood Metro Station,
we rode into Pershing Square
with a brief stop at the Hollywood/
Vine station to see the way the
station was decorated. Once in

Pershing Square we walked up to
the Central Library and took a
look inside. After hiking up Car-
diac Hill (103 steps) we wound
our way to the Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall taking in the sights and
art along the way. Eventually we
ended up at Union Station. After
a delicious lunch at Philippe's,
including some experiments with
the spicy mustard, we walked

through Olvera Street for some
quick shopping. Marsha Van
Valkenburg, a true Los Angeles
expert, joined us on this excur-
sion proving to be a very adept
tour guide. We all got a good
taste of the wonders that our fair
city offers and hopefully have
been inspired to explore it even
further.

See some GREAT pix on page three ——>

Christmas Pageant December 20th!

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST”

Join angels, shepherds, kings, and vil-
lagers in a modern re-telling of the story
of Jesus’ Birth.

“Glory to God in the Highest” is a simple
musical for kids that seamlessly weaves
traditional Bible Verse into a present

dialogue about the real star of Christ-
mas: Jesus.

This musical features traditional tunes
as well as upbeat, danceable songs that
will have you tapping your feet and sing-
ing along with our lively cast. All chil-
dren, pre-school through 5th grade may
participate in the show. Teen helpers
are needed for costumes, lighting, sets,

and guiding the younger children during
rehearsal and showtime. Cast mem-
bers are learning material during Chil-
dren’'s Chapel and some of Lori and
Jan’s Sunday class. Contact Lori, Jan
or Barbara in Children’s Education for

more info. Performance is Sunday, December
20" during the 10 am service, with dress re-
hearsal on Saturday, December 19" at 12 noon.
Some pix of last year's presentation on page three!
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More on Children’s Chapel

Support is given by many
parents, particularly Jan
Schlesinger, Lori Mello, Lau-
rie Carter and Alan Roulston.

A sample service follows:

Candles are lit by one or two
children

Opening hymn: This is the
Day the Lord has Made (in
parts)

Prayers: While holding hands
in a circle, prayers are shared

Second hymn: Whisper a

Prayer in the Morning

Prayer read by a child and
picture from book shown
around

The Lord’s Prayer

Last hymn: Seek Ye First
the Kingdom of God (in
parts)

Candles are snuffed by one
or two children

Dismissal: Go in peace to
love and serve the Lord

Response: Thanks be to God!

Children of all ages are wel-
come as long as they can lis-
ten well, and are encouraged
to participate in any way that
they are comfortable.

Youth Group Activites continued

Outside the Library

Lunch at Phillipes /Birthplace of the
ORIGINAL French Dip Sandwich!

And the spectacular Union Station!

Precious Pictures of past Pageants

Little angels all . . .

Thenagain.....:-)

An angel
(Emma) at
the Pledge
Ingathering
on Nov.8.
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Vestry Summary

Summary of the October
2009 Vestry Meeting

(Approved by the Vestry on
November 11, 2009)

Financial Issues: The Treasurer’s
Reports continue to reflect pledges
that exceed budget, the amount is
declining. It was noted that ap-
proximately $10,000 has been col-
lected for the stained glass window
project.

Parish Administrator's Report: The
Parish Administrator noted that

pledge forms have been distributed
and will be gathered at the Novem-
ber 8" Ingathering. A draft budget
based on the 2010 pledges will be
presented and discussed at the No-
vember Vestry meeting.

Senior Warden's Report: The Sen-
ior Warden stated that the new
prayer chain concept that would
allow all parishioners to participate
and submit names of people in
need is being finalized.

Junior Warden’s Report: The Jun-
ior Warden reported that NOVA will

be renting the patio conference
room several times a week for tutor-
ing sessions. The Property Com-
mittee will be receiving bids on fix-
ing the rectory driveway and repay-
ing the church parking lot. The Jun-
ior Warden also stated that they
have received a lower bid for trash
pick-up.

Rector’'s Report: The Rector noted
that he is considering a confirma-
tion class in light of the Bishop’s
October 3, 2010 visit.

Upcoming Red Tent Activities

Red Tent in December

December 16 is our annual potluck
luncheon and movie. Mary Hillberg
selects a movie--and she picks
great films we haven't seen. We
decorate a bit and try to get every-
one to come--all the women— for
this time of fellowship.

AND Upcoming events through May

Jan. 20, 2010

Crafts—maybe chocolate, maybe Valentines
Feb. 10, 2010 (Note, 2nd Wednesday)

Petersen Museum on Wilshire—all about
cars and LA's car culture; men invited too

Mar. 17,

Skirball Museum to play in Noah’s Ark and

eat lunch.
Apr. 21, 2010

LA Arboretum and Botanical Gardens in
Arcadia for lunch and a tour

May 19, 2010

William S. Hart Museum in Newhall, sack
lunch and planning for 2010-2011

Watch the Bulletin and Newsletter for more
information as events approach.

The November Red Tent

Written by: Carol Sherwood

The Red Tent group took a jour-

ney back in time to view Los Angeles
during the last ice age at the Page Mu-
seum and La Brea Tar Pits. We saw
well prepared skeletons of animals that
lived during this time. Besides noting
the size of the animals, we learned how

to distinguish carnivores (meat eaters)
from herbivores (plant eaters) by their
teeth, how radioactive dating works,
and how microfossils get sorted and
identified. With Carol Sherwood as our
guide, we were able to see partially
exposed fossil bones in one of the tar
pits, and gas still bubbling up in the lake
pit. We are happy to report that no one
sank into the tar or got attacked by the

saber toothed cat, so after a delicious
lunch, all returned safely to the church.

Photo
by Carol
Sher-
wood
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With the pressures of Christmas just
around the corner, you and yours are
no doubt busily making special concert
and holiday preparations. Please let
me take this opportunity to invite you to
treat yourselves to a very unique per-
formance of Handel's Messiah on Sat-
urday, December 12 at the First Meth-
odist Church in Pasadena. The 110
voice Angeles Chorale opens its thirty-
fifth regular season, A Season of Clas-
sics, under the direction of world re-
nowned UCLA choral conductor Donald
Neuen, and will present his masterful
interpretation of this classic work.

Neuen, one of the world’s leading Han-
del conductors, has personally studied
and coached Messiah with the worlds
two most revered Handel scholars,

Jens Peter Larsen and Alfred Mann.
The chorale will use Mann'’s score, with
Neuen'’s editorial additions approved by
Mann. Attention to detail of rhythm,
phrasing, dynamics and stylistic inter-
pretation will keep you spellbound
throughout the performance.

‘Fine Handel is like
fine jazz' stated
Larsen, and Neuen
states that, ‘There
are few major
works in which the
COMpOSEr so suc-
cessfully combines
rhythmic (jazz)
energy with in-
credibly beautiful
melodic lines.” The tempos, therefore,
will be very spirited!

M

The Angeles Chorale, a volunteer or-
ganization made up of professional
level, versatile singers hailing from
many different walks of life, has ap-
peared with many of the area’s leading
orchestras. Although the chorale is
best known for its productions of the
classical masterworks, it has also
been actively involved in recording
music for Hollywood’s movie trailers.

You can order tickets direct from me
($25.00 each), or by calling the cho-
rale office at 818-591-1735, or with a
visit to our website,
www.angeleschorale.org.

| would love to see you at our con-
cert!  Marsha Van Valkenburg

818-773-9226

THIS IS IT

if you see only one movie, | highly rec-
ommend ‘This Is It’, the documentary
covering the rehearsals and prepara-
tions for Michael Jackson’s highly
touted final tour, cancelled due to his
untimely death. If you're a fan of Mi-
chael Jackson, you will love this movie.
If you're curious about Michael Jack-
son, this movie will give you some in-
sight into the person he was.

I never saw Michael Jackson in person
— but now | feel like | have, only on a

Just one movie this time—- BUT . ..

much more intimate level because the
viewer gets to go through the concert
process with him — | mean, really, right
up front and close. As my friend Kris
said, for the last 10-years all we've
heard and seen is the Michael Jackson
who keeps getting stranger and
stranger. This movie reminds us why
Michael Jackson is called the King of
Pop, and why his talent and genius is
virtually unparalleled. Also, the movie
isn’t maudlin — there are no posthu-

mous testimonials, the interviews were
taped before his tragic death and the
footage was intended for Michael’s ar-
chives and for posterity — (lucky for us).
Finally, the movie doesn’t sugarcoat or
try to paint Michael Jackson in a differ-
ent light. He is strange, but everything
he is makes him one of the most fasci-
nating and talented entertainers of our
time.

Our Book Club

In November the STAC Book Club read and
discussed “The Shack”. Our facilitator was
Janice Frost and her approach to our discus-
sion was interesting as she asked us to go
around the room and respond to her ques-
tion — Did this book have any impact on your
faith or your theology? Once we'd all had an
opportunity to share our views we opened
into lively discussion. The consensus was
that while many folks didn’t care for the book
the author did manage to pique interest or
attention in small ways to each of those who

read it — and our “take” from the author was

as varied as there were members in the club.

All are invited to come to the end-of-year
Book Club meeting on Tuesday, December
15, 6:30 PM at the Rectory . Please note we
begin an hour earlier than usual for this
meeting and EVERYONE is welcome.
Merrill Malkerson will lead the discussion on
The Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke. It
is not likely that we will have time to discuss
the ‘Other Christmas Stories” so if you'd like
you may opt to download a free (public do-

main) copy of the book at the Gutenberg Pro-
ject at the following web URL.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/10679/10679-
h/10679-h.htm

Those who attend the December meeting will
get to participate in choosing the list of books
for next year’'s meetings, so bring your sugges-
tions! Please bring either an appetizer

or dessert and a wrapped book club
related gift for the exchange
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Adult Faith Formation

Mother Mary Comes to You

Submitted by: Merrill Malkerson

After meeting in  mid-
November the Adult Christian
Ed Committee believes it has
devised a worthwhile working
schedule for the rest of the
current instructional year.

Thanks to Marsha Van Val-
kenburg we shall be consider-
ing the life of Mary. Who is
this blessed of all blessed?
Who is this holiest of all ho-

lies? She was the mother of
Christ, and a whole lot
more. Come learn about this
simple yet amazing woman,
through the 13th of Decem-
ber. Then, to wrap up our les-
sons for December on the
20th, we’ll have a sound bite
by--1 am almost ashamed to
say--me and hopefully some-
thing else to chew on.

Moving on into next year you
can look forward to presenta-
tions on “Science and Faith”,

by three science profession-
als and practitioners of faith,
Drs. Bob Coppolino, Kari
Doyle and Kuyler Doyle.
“Valentines Day” and issues
of personal health and safety.
Among our presenters will be
Carol Sherwood, on
“Suffering”, and Patrick Cole-
man on a topic of Biblical in-
terest. We'll end in June, as
we did last year, with a

movie.
Speaking for the Committee and myself, |
hope you'll all attend as many classes as
possible.

Pantry Appeal

Thanksgiving Prayer

O God, when | have food,

help me to remember the hungry;
When | have work,

help me to remember the jobless;
When | have a home,

help me to remember those who
have no home at all; When | am
without pain, help me to remember
those who suffer, And remember-
ing, help me to destroy my compla-
cency; bestir my compassion, and

be concerned enough to help; By
word and deed, those who cry out
for what we take for granted.
Amen. Rev. Samuel F. Pugh

The Pantry at St. Andrew and St.
Charles is an ebb and flow of food
for those in need. Please remember
to bring something to fill the baskets
Your donations are lifted to God
every Sunday during the Offertory.
For these and all His mercies God'’s
Holy name be blessed and praised.

Preferred items include

Cereal (8-12 0z)

Jelly/jam (18 oz jars)

Peanut butter (18 oz jars)

Soups (10 3/4 oz to 12 oz cans)
Canned vegetables & fruits & beans (15
0z cans)Tuna & chicken (5-12 oz cans)
Pasta sauce (26.5 oz jars)

Pasta (1lb packages)

Ramen (3 oz packages)

Macaroni & cheese (7.25 0z boxes)

Stained Glass Window Update

Written by: Lanny West

Folks that have passed our church re-
cently have seen that the scaffolding

has been erected signaling the begin-
ning of our stained glass window instal-
lation. The massive steel reinforced
concrete supporting structure con-
structed in the “Bums Room” is complete
and has passed all inspections. With

the scaffolding in place, work
on the window opening will
begin Thanksgiving week. We
have been assured by our con-
tractor, and the window crafts-
men, that our beautiful new
window will be in place in time
for our Christmas services. It
has been a long time coming.
But, once it is unveiled, it will

fill our sanctuary with new and
glorious color. We will then feel
that while we have waited a
long time, the wait will have
been well worth it.
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The Rector’s Corner

Christmas 101

The Reverend Canon Greg Frost

Advent has begun.

Generally, Advent is perceived as a time of waiting and preparation for Christmas. This year, however, | want
you to use it as a period to get the Christmas story Biblically accurate. Like the proverbial train that runs by the
house or the hourly church bells next door, soon one becomes accustomed to the sounds and then no longer
hears them anymore. The same applies to the Christmas story in Scripture. Thus, what follows are some
questions to test your Christmas Biblical knowledge. The person who answers all correctly gets to preach on
Christmas Day.

1. As long as Christmas has been celebrated, it has been on December 25", (True or False)

2. How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem? A) Camel B) Walked C) Donkey
D) Joseph walked, Mary rode a donkey E) Who knows?

3. What did the innkeeper tell Mary and Joseph? A) “There is no room in the inn.” B) “I have a stable
you can use.” C) “Go to the Holiday Inn down the street.” D) Both Aand B E) None of the above

4. Which animals does the Bible say were present at Jesus’ birth? A) Cows, sheep, goats B) Cows,
donkeys, sheep C) Sheep and goats only D) Miscellaneous barnyard animals
E) Lions, tigers and bears . . . Oh, my! F) none of the above

5. A"manger”is a: A) Stable for domestic animals B) Wooden hay storage bin C) Feeding trough
D) barn

6. How many wise men came to see Jesus? A) three B) five C) 2 and one grad student
D) none because they were astrologers E) none because they were women F) the Bible doesn’t say.

7. What is “frankincense™? A) A precious metal B) A precious fabric C) A precious perfume
D) a monster E) none of the above

8. Who told Mary and Joseph to go to Bethlehem? A) The angel B) Mary’'s mother C) Herod
D) Caesar Augustus E) No one told them to go

The answers are: 1) False. Not until the 4™ century did it settle on the 25". 2) E. The Bible doesn't say. 3) E.
We have no word about the innkeeper. See Luke 2.7. 4) The Bible doesn’t specify. 5) C. 6) F. No one knows.
Three gifts (gold, frankincense, and myrrh) were brought so we assume three wise men. 7) C. 8) D. See Luke
2:1,4.

So...................who is preaching on Christmas Day?

St. Andrew and St. Charles Christmas Schedule

Advent begins November 29 and is observed in 2009 for 26 days. Christmas Eve Services with Festi-
val Choral Eucharist are on December 24 at 5:00 and 10:00 in the evening. Childcare is provided at
the 5:00pm service. There is one service on Christmas Day at 10:00am. Epiphany, the 12th day af-
ter Christmas is celebrated on Sunday January 3 at 8:00 and 10:00am
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