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THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED! 

And we continue to celebrate 
the Easter Season until  The 
day of Pentecost, Sunday May 
31.                                         
You have likely noticed the 
colors for vestments and drap-
ing have changed in the Sanctu-
ary. From the purple of Lent to 
the colors of White and Gold for 
Easter.                                  
Colors are changed for various 
seasons and do have signifi-
cance. White symbolizes purity, 
virtue and holiness as well as 
reverence and respect. Gold 
symbolizes what has value and 
is precious and so It symbolizes 
what is joyful, and majestic and 
because of the brightness, it 
represents the presence of God. 
The change of colors for Easter 
and the following Sundays helps 
communicate the movement of 
sacred time as well as personal 
faith journeys.   

The bright colors of hidden eggs 
and the beautiful colors of 
Easter attire brought smiles to 
the faces of the children and the 
adults on a Glorious Easter Day 

He is Risen! 

May 2009 

 

Some Helpful Easter Bunnys! 

More Bunny Help 

A joyful Easter Coffee Hour 

Happy Easter to All 



Casino Night Royale                      
by Merrill Malkerson 

 
Luck was a Lady on Casino Night. 
At least for me. Maybe it was be-
cause the first person I saw on the 
way to the entrance was a for-
certain belle of the ball that evening 
in Mary Hilberg. Not that Ernie   
wasn’t cute too. I think I remem-
bered to tell him. Or maybe it was 
because too it wasn’t real money 
that we exchanged for chips. Those 
hundreds they handed us when we 
donated for the evening’s festivities 
gave a whole new meaning to 
“small bills”. But, starting with Mary, 
the broads were classy. Some of 
them even had hats out of which a 
rabbit could’ve been pulled maybe. 
And John Scott as emcee replete in 
his tux was as good as his Bond. 
 
If Lucky was the name of one of the 
seven dwarves when I usually think 
about games of chance they call 
me Grumpy. It was a little like Ve-
gas because they gave you food 
except you didn’t have to be on a 
roll to get an egg-roll from the 
Breakfast Club. And there was 
something we could imbibe if it was 
imbibing we had a mind to. I do and 
I did once because I figured after I 
started playing I would soon be 
broke. No more funny money in 
short order unless I was to buy it. 

 
So I figured I would play roulette 
because that’s what people do 
when a book is by Ian Fleming. I 
hadn’t had any luck so far because 
so far I hadn’t bet on anything but 
that’s when my luck started to 
change. I won. I won at roulette. Let 
me repeat that: I WON AT ROU-
LETTE! Life started to take on a 
red, black and rosy glow. Suddenly 
I was having fun. And I kept having 
it there at the roulette wheel for a 
long, long time. Then it seemed like 
people who actually knew what they 
were doing started playing. I knew 
then (besides the fact I now kept 
losing chips) it was time to move 
on. 
 
The next many minutes of my life 
are a complete blur. I had the 
thought that in this atmosphere of 
friendly help and friendly players I 
would actually finally find out in my 
current dotage how to play craps. I 
mean the kind you play at a craps 
table. I learned a really long time 
ago about the kind you play in bar-
racks. But the craps table had all 
the calm and quiet of a subway sta-
tion in rush hour when push comes 
to shove, not that there was push-
ing and shoving at the craps table 
but a lot of rush and noise. 
On the opposite side of the table 
from me was a big, smiling, gap-

toothed and extremely decent pit 
boss who seemed able to perform 
magic with my chips. I was told 
what to put down and he seemed to 
know where to put it. No one quite 
explained to me what was happen-
ing but I kept having more and 
more chips in the rounded rail be-
fore me. Then there was a little 
voice in my head that said “Cash 
out.” I did and then I kept winning a 
blackjack until it was time to stop 
gambling. 
 
I never win drawings either. That’s 
why I never expected to have to 
learn how to use the mini-video 
camera I drew. So the Casino Com-
mittee did all the work but some 
people have all the luck: me! 

Jenna and Sarah Cadwallader and their 
friend Maggie were so helpful! They were 

runners for anything anyone 
wanted and their jazzy dance 
number in the parking lot direct-
ing folks to the entry door was 
really terrific They worked tire-
lessly all night and cleaned up at 
the end!!!!!  Just outstanding!  

The Food was 
Fabulous! 

 

Casino Night Huge Success! 

More Casino Night Feedback 
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Everyone had a terrific time  



May 01  Amada Graziano          

May 02 Sheldon Walter 

May 02 Merrill Malkerson 

May 02 Haylie Gibbs 

May 03 Melissa Collins 

May 03 David Collins 

May 04 Reva Sims 

May 04 Susan Curtis 

May 04 Emily Will 

May 05 Kshanike Wijeweera 

May 05 Jesse Kohler 

May 07 Laura Collins 

May 09 Ruby Madison 

May 10 Polly McDonald 

May 13 Bill Lynch 

May 13 Brian Chase 

May 14 Marsha VanValkenburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 15 Shirley Simmons 

May 16 Julia Dean 

May 17 Reilly Stadig 

May 18 Nancy Hewitt 

May 19 Carolyn Ward 

May 20 Colleen George 

May 22 Kristin Hyde 

May 23 Timothy George 

May 24 Marissa Graziano 

May 25 Brenda Wills 

May 26 Cavinda Wijeweera 

May 30 Kenya Carter 

Saturday July 25th  - Parish night 
at the Hollywood Bowl. 

Thomas Wilkins and the Bowl Orches-
tra, with vocalists Jewel and Michael 
Feinstein, lead you through some of the 
most memorable melodies ever cre-
ated, the songs we all know and love, 
from pop tunes to unforgettable movie 
themes to the greatest treasures in the 

Saturday June 13th  - Charlie 
Andrew's party - finally! - 

Hosted by Rick and Winnie 
Roome - watch here for more de-
tails! - Charlie-Andrews—a time 
for the adults of the parish to 
gather in food, fun and fellowship. 
Mark Your Calendar!! 

Great American Songbook. 

Tickets are $28/each and we have a pic-
nic area reserved for our potluck dinner 
preceding the 8:30pm concert.  Tickets 
on sale now - see or call or email Marsha 
Van Valkenburg to reserve your seats!! 

818-773-9226 --  

marshavanv@yahoo.com 

Adult Faith Formation 

Happy Birthday to you! 

SAVE the Date!! 

We are very pleased to have 
members of our own parish, will-
ing to provide semi-
nars, lectures, or 
studies on a variety 
of topics pertinent to 
the Christian Experi-
ence.  

Beginning May 3,Patrick Coleman 
leads a study through the book of 

Revelation. A 
handy up-to-
date guide by 
Frederick 
Schmidt is avail-
able for pur-
chase. 

St. Andrew and St. Charles has 
maintained a long history of pro-
viding interesting and stimulating 
Christian Education for  people of 
all ages.  

The Adult Faith Formation gener-
ally meets on Sunday mornings at 
9:00am in the St. Andrew room. 
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New Series begins May 

3 on the Book of 

Revelation 
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MOTHER’S DAY SINGING TELEGRAMS  
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Please pick your song, fill out the form and 
put it in the order envelope in the church 
office (with your money). 

We will be calling your recipient between 8-
9:30am and 11-12:30pm on Sunday, May 
10th.  Charges are $6.00 for local, $10.00 for 
out of state, and $20.00 for out of the coun-
try.  You ask for it, we’ll deliver it! 

Make the ‘mother’ in your life laugh or cry 
with joy, by sending her a unique, short but 
sweet telephone singing telegram! 

Any questions? Please call Marsha at 818-
773-9226.  (You’re welcome to leave the 
requested information on my answering ma-
chine and we’ll fill your request). 

 

Happy Mother’s Day !! 
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The Book Club meets on       
Tuesday May 19th to discuss          
The Road , by Cormac McCarthy. 

An excerpt from Publishers 
Weekly :  

“McCarthy establishes himself here 
as the closest thing in American 
literature to an Old Testament 
prophet, trolling the blackest regis-
ters of human emotion to create a 
haunting and grim novel about civili-
zation's slow death after the power 
goes out. “ 

Please join us at the Rectory at 
7:30 PM. Discussion led by 
Susan Cornner. 

This book is readily available on 
Amazon in Hard cover, paper-
back and also as Kindle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter to the Editor 

Book Club for May 

3. Ask your pastor if someone on your 
church’s sick list would like a visit. 

4. Join an open AA meeting and be-
friend someone there. 

5. Adopt a child. 

6. Mow your neighbor’s grass. 

7. Volunteer to tutor a kid at your local 
elementary school. (Try to get to know 
the kid’s family.) 

8. Grow your own tomatoes–and 
share them. 

9. Ask a small group in your commu-
nity to meet regularly for intercessory 
prayer. 

10. Build a wheel chair ramp for some-
one who is homebound. 

11. Read the newspaper to someone 
at your local nursing home. 

12. Plant a tree. 

13. Look up the closest registered sex 
offender in your neighborhood and try 
to befriend him. 

14. Throw a birthday party for a prosti-
tute. 

15. When you pay your water bill, pay 
your neighbor’s too (they’ll let you… 
really). 

16. Invest money in a micro-lending 
bank. 

17. Ask the next person who asks you 
to spare some change to join you for 
dinner. 

18. Leave a random tip for someone 
who’s cleaning the streets or a public 
restroom. 

19. Write one CEO a month this year. 
Affirm or critique the ethics of their com-
pany (you may need to do a little re-
search first). 

20. Start tithing (giving 10%) of all your 
income directly to the poor. 
==============================   

The list is fifty items long and 
will be continued in the June 
Issue of the   FisherKing 

Susan Cornner writes . . . 

I read this yesterday, and it has prodded my 
thinking. So often, I think, I am not sure what 
to do or how to help, and I am overwhelmed 
with the enormity of the task. Too many 
times, reading about a problem makes me 
feel better--and I must remind myself that I 
have done nothing to advance a solution. 
Reading isn't a substitute for doing:=( Here's 
an article that offers 50 ways to help heal the 
world around us. None of us can do all of 
them; I find some I cannot do. 

But the article is provocative and might make 
for a piece in Fisherking. 

*From the editor—Susan attached the      
following and I do think it is worthy of consid-
eration.  

A CALL TO ACTION FOR NAT’L DAY 
OF PRAYER (AND EVERY DAY…)  

1. Fast for the 2 billion people who 
live on less than a dollar a day. 

2. Contact your local crisis pregnancy 
center and invite a pregnant woman to 
live with your family. 
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Remember that St. Andrew 
and St. Charles holds a 
Book Exchange in the Par-
ish Hall at least once a 
month. Bring your used 
books so that others may 
enjoy them. It’s a tremen-
dous bargain. Paperback 
books are a mere 25 cents 
and even at 50 cents you 
can’t beat the price of a 
hard cover.  When you’ve 
read it, bring it back for 
someone else to choose! 



The Rector’s Corner 
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The Reverend Canon Greg Frost 

“Because I Said So 

 

“Because I said so” is something 
most of us were told by our par-
ents at some time or other. As an 
answer to “Why I should eat my 
broccoli?” for example, it is much 
more civilized than “Because I will 
beat you if you don’t.” But, as an 
answer as to “Why should I be-
lieve in the Virgin Birth?” it is an 
inadequate response and the re-
sult of committing of what is 
called the Authority Fallacy. 

 

This fallacy lies in confusing two 
quite different kinds of authority. 
There is the kind of authority your 
parents or football referee have---
-the power to decide certain mat-
ters like when your bedtime 
should be. But it is not up to them 
to determine whether or not Mary 
was a virgin at the time of Jesus’ 
birth. So, your father’s answer 
“Because I said so” is quite wrong 
when the question is “Why should 
I believe in the virgin birth?” The 
matter exceeds the scope of his 
parental authority.  

 

The other sense of authority 
comes from expertise. If a doctor 
tells you to stop eating fried foods 
because your cholesterol is too 
high, it would be best to listen. 
Thus, when an expert responds 
to our question with “Because I 
said so” it makes reasonable 
sense to heed to their authority. 
However, we can’t all be experts 
on everything. Even the experts 

aren’t experts on everything. I had a 
person tell me that we only use 10% 
of our brain. When queried as to 
how this person knew this to be true, 
she said that Einstein said so. Ein-
stein may have been a genius in 
physics but when did he become a 
neurologist? For all we know Ein-
stein might know as much about our 
brains as does my cat. Just because 
he is an expert in one field does not 
mean that he is an expert in an-
other. Throwing out the expert to 
expert authority in an argument is 
irrelevant and is an example of the 
authority fallacy. 

 

Another example of the “Because I 
said so” fallacy is victims. No one 
wants to seem insensitive toward 
the victims of tragedies. When the 
mother of a child rape victim sobs at 
a press conference that the death 
penalty should be applied immedi-
ately to a man recently taken into 
custody, our compassion should go 
out to her in her pain. No one, how-
ever, should afford her words the 
weight of expert opinion simply on 
account of her anguish. Neverthe-
less, this happens all the time. Cindy 
Sheehan lost her son in Iraq. I can’t 
imagine how painful it must be to 
have your child killed in war. How-
ever sad and tragic this may be, it is 
not a good idea to listen to Cindy 
Sheehan’s opinions on military troop 
deployment or withdrawal from Iraq 
simply because her son was killed 
there. Suffering does not bestow 
expertise. 

 

Another example of the “Because I 
said so” fallacy is celebrities. Sean 

Penn may be a great actor. 
Actually, he is the reigning king 
of actors having received the 
Best Actor Award at the most 
recent Oscar’s. However, 
when it comes to economics, 
jurisprudence, international 
relations and other topics rele-
vant to politics, Mr. Penn is far 
less distinguished. In truth, he 
has no more expertise in these 
matters than any other ran-
domly selected citizen. Thus, 
there is no apparent reason to 
take his advice on which presi-
dential candidate you should 
vote for. Celebrity political en-
dorsements are the “Because I 
said so” fallacy on steroids. 
Political campaign managers 
know this, but they just think 
that the public doesn’t. Let’s 
hope they are wrong. 

 

Spotting the “Because I said 
so” fallacy is easy. Holding an 
opinion does not make one an 
expert. Only the facts matter. 
So, the next time someone 
throws out the “Because I said 
so” position, ask upon what 
evidence their opinion is 
based. If the depth of their 
knowledge is some blog or the 
New York Times, then 
chances are they know about 
as much about the subject as 
your parents did about the vir-
gin birth. Don’t be fooled or 
impressed.  

And above all---------Don’t be 
bullied. 



 

 

 

 

 

  Address Correction Requested 

The Episcopal Church of  

St. Andrew and St. Charles 

16651 Rinaldi Street 

Granada Hills, CA 91344 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Van Nuys, CA 

Permit No. 1303 

 

The FisherKing 

A Publication of the Episcopal Church of 
St. Andrew and St. Charles 

Granada Hills, CA 

The FisherKing is a monthly newsletter for the parish of St. Andrew and St. Charles church,                            
editor: Catherine Coppolino. Articles may be submitted at any time and will be used as space allows.                                                  

Letters to the Editor are welcome and invited.  

You can reach the office of St. Andrew and St. Charles Monday through Friday from  8:30 AM to 12:00 PM.             

Phone (818) 366 7541 FAX (818) 366 7542. Our Web Address is www.2saints.org .                                                     
You may send email to the Rector or the Secretary at office@2saints.org. Material for the FisherKing may be 

placed in the cubby in the office,  or may be sent via email to cathiegc@hotmail.com.  

Your suggestions are welcome.   


