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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
April born

Apr 05 Robert Clawson
Apr 07 Caden Doyle
Apr 08 Jim George
Apr 09 Theo Johnson
Apr 11 Brittany Stone
Apr 12 Sadie Velasquez
Apr 13 Matthew Dederick
Apr 13 Winona Roulston
Apr 18 Karsen Langley
Apr 19 Barbara Bowman
ApPr 19 chandier Moonesinghe
Apr 21 Jetri Abhayaratne
Apr 22 Jess Blevens
Apr 22 Holly Pinkis
Apr 27 Gina Wilson
Apr 28 Ed Milkovich
Apr 29 Victor Cosentino
Apr 29 Taylor Easum
Apr 30 Emily Easum
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Walk thru Holy Week

Karon Skidmore

Children Walked Through
Holy Week !

Twelve elementary age
children participated in
the ‘Walk Through’ on
March 21%. They donned
clothing from Jesus’ time
and reenacted Jesus en-
tering Jerusalem to their
cries of ‘Hosanna.’ They
gathered around a table
to break bread together
while hearing Christ's
direction of ‘Do this in
remembrance of me.’ The
rose garden was trans-
formed to the Garden of
Gethsemane. At various
places around the church
grounds, they read out
the biblical stories of the
trail before Caiaphas,
then Peter’s Denial, com-
plete with a rooster crow-
ing. Then on to hear

Pilate question the crowd,
where the children called
for Barabbas release. A
lot of boys volunteered to
be soldiers at the crucifix-
ion scene, as expected,
but truly interesting was
hearing a young girl read
as Jesus. The culmina-
tion was at a tomb scene
which the children had
created the previous
week. As two girls ap-
proached the tomb, the
angels appeared, the
guards fainted, the an-
gels gave the girls the
good news, and they ran
off in joy.

Sunday March 28 — The
children will take part in the
Palm Sunday Procession
and listen to the parish read
what we walked

Sunday April 4 — Easter —
celebrate Jesus resurrection
in Sunday School, Egg Hunt

after services

Please see page two for
some great pictures of the
event.

And don't forget your own
journey through Holy week.
Services each night at 7:30.

Choral Eucharist Rite I
at 8 and 10 on Easter
Sunday— April 4th and
there will be an Egg Hunt
on the campus following
the 10:00 service.

Inside the Issue

By: Cathie Coppolino

We focus on the children this
month so be sure to read about
the walk through Holy Week
which the kids experienced
during the 10:00 service on
March 21. Pictures on page 2
capture some of the event and
then don’t miss the efforts that
the youngest of our church
family took part in for Heifer
International. The Adult Faith
Formation resumes following

Palm and Easter Sunday and
details are within. Our Red Tent
is very active and there’s always
an interesting outing to partici-
pate in. And WOW do the Youth
really have a Special Surprise
for Easter this year! Marsha
wraps up the Entertainment
year with an Oscar review and
the Book club reads on for the
April 20th gathering.

CASINO NIGHT!

CASINO NIGHT! WOOT!!

Don’t miss the Claim Jumper
Fellowship and find out Who's
Who in the pew this month. And
as always a word from our fa-
vorite Rector.

Oh and don't forget the back
page for the Mystery Member.

Your feedback is always
welcome. Happy Easter!

DEADLINE for May issue
April 25—3:00 PM




Pictures of the Holy Week walk

In the (rose) Garden of Gethsemane

At the table breaking bread.

A crowd gathers and chooses Barabbas

At the tomb—He is not here! Alleluia He is risen!

The children made arrange-
ments with their parents to be
able to do extra chores for
Walt Bowman pay and then they contributed
The two younger children’s their earnings to Heifer Inter-
classes had a special project national. The results—

over the past several months. ~ $180.00 which included

matching funds—were impres-
sive and made possible gifts of
chicks, ducks, geese, rabbits
pig, goats and 9 water buffa-
loes. The children are to be
commended for their effort.
http://www.heifer.org/
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Adult Faith Formation

Merrill Malkerson

No classes will be conducted
on March 28th nor April 4th
because of Palm Sunday and
Easter, but we will resume on
April 11th with a guest
speaker, Adela Taylor, from
Gates, Kingsley and Gates
Praisewater Mortuary, on the
topic “Planning Ahead for
Your Future”. In the same
vein, April 18th will be de-
voted to “Personal Safety”
with a representative from
LAPD and this unit will con-

clude on April 25th with a rep-
resentative from the Fire De-
partment speaking on
“Personal Safety”.

And four consecutive Sun-
days in May, the 2nd through
the 23rd, Patrick Coleman,
will present “The Acts of the
Apostles”. Then Merrill will
present views of the Hereaf-
ter with “Heaven: Cheek to
Cheek,” on the 30th, and
“Hell: The What” on June 6th.
We'll spend the last three
Sundays in June watching the

Albert Brooks’ movie
“Defending Your Life” with
Meryl Streep.

The Adult Education Commit-
tee hopes you'll attend as
often as you can.

Red Tent

Story Lee West—photo—Carol Sherwood

The women's Red Tent group, spouses, and
guests took a guided tour of the Van Nuys
Airport on March 10th. Our group of twenty-
eight toured the perimeter of the airport by
bus. We learned that Van Nuys Airport

is the busiest general aviation airport in the
country. Our tour included a visit and tour
of the brand new state-of-the-art fire sta-
tion which houses massive foam-
dispensing fire engines and the city's fire-
fighting helicopters. We also got a ground-
level view of the big Sikorsky sky-crane

helicopter used to dispense massive

amounts of water over raging wildfires. We

were all in awe over the size and functional-

ity of the magnificent helicopters and fire
fighting facilities and
equipment. Van Nuys
provides a base and
maintenance facilities
for fire, police, air am-
bulance, search and
rescue. Local TV news
helicopters are in han-
gars near-by and

could be seen (and heard) coming and going
during our visit. Later, our group lunched at
the charming 94th Aero Squadron restaurant
situated on the east perimeter of the airport
runway. It's unique ambiance is fashioned
after a French farmhouse that had been
commandeered by the allied air corps as a
headquarters during WWI

Our next Red Tent outing will be on Wednes-
day, April 21st. The trip will be to the LA
Arboretum and Botanical Gardens in Arcadia
for lunch and a tour of the gardens.

Easter Egg Canned! :-)

Kelly Van Valkenburg

The youth group will be doing some-
thing a little different for the annual Egg
Hunt on Easter Sunday. In addition to
searching for colored plastic eggs filled
with candy, we are also going to hide
canned goods. The kid who finds the
most canned goods and turns them in
at the end of the hunt will win a special
prize. But we need your help.

The Youth will stuff and hide the eggs
AND canned goods so the children
can have fun in the hunt immediately
following the 10:00am service on
Easter right in front of the church.

There will be a separate hunt for chil-
dren ages 1-4. We recommend that
you provide your egg hunters with
cloth shopping bags or something
sturdy enough to collect cans in.




Adina Calnan

Go as one, go as many, but GO—to Claim Jumper (with this flyer in hand) on Thursday April

15th for Brunch, Lunch or Dinner. Present this flye
Jumper will donate 15% of your bill (pre-tax) to St

the details.
Make up a
party of
friends,
family or
parishioners
and have
fun while the
church
benefits.

You can
take this
page to the
restaurant
or copy and
cut out the
flyer if you
like. Flyers
are also
available in
either
narthex at
the church.
Pick one
up!!

r BEFORE you place your order and Claim
. Andrew and St. Charles. See flyer for all




Marsha VanValkenburg

Well, it was another wonderful,
funny, beautiful and award-
winning night for me and my
guests, as we watched the
Oscar winners and wanna-bes
come and go throughout the
night. The winners were mostly
expected and the fact that San-
dra Bullock won made me espe-
cially happy — because | really
truly believe she was amazing in
The Blind Side, and just be-
cause she does ‘simple’ movies
doesn’t mean she’s not great.

The Hurt Locker took most eve-
rything else, so | guess that
means I'll be seeing it soon, and
I'll let you know how it is.

Avatar won what it should have,
and let’'s hope and pray we go
back to only FIVE best-picture
nominees in 2011.

Steve Martin and Alec Baldwin?
Since | don’t watch 30-Rock (I
just don't have the time), I'm a
little behind on how funny Alec
Baldwin is. But | thought the two
of them were just right — if they
had been on-screen too much, it
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A Night at the Oscars

would have been too much.
Steve Martin can host anytime,
as far as I'm concerned.

The set? Come on!!! Kodak
theater and the stage covered in
crystal. Someday I'll be in that
audience (my dream is to be a
seat—filler) and then my life will
be fulfilled (so to speak.)

SO, now it's off to see Crazy
Heart, The Hurt Locker, those
foreign films, those indie films
(The Single Man, A Serious
Man, The Station whatever, etc).
See you next month!!

Book Club in April

On Tuesday April 20th the Book
Club of St. Andrew and St.
Charles will meet at the Rectory
on Tuesday the 16th at 7:30 PM
to discuss The
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by
Stieg Larrson.

Editors review—echoes the
review found on Amazon.

“Once you start The Girl with the
Dragon Tattoo, there's no turn-

ing back. This is the first in a tril-
ogy from the late Stieg Larsson--
and is a serious page-turner ri-
valing the best of Charlie Huston
and Michael Connelly.

All are welcome to attend the
Book Club gathering. We enjoy
the time for fellowship, food and
fun.

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo
is available on Amazon.com and

in just about any format, Kindle,
audio, paperback and hard

Casino Night!!!

Our 2™ Annual Casino Night is sched-
uled for Saturday, May 1%, 6pm to
11pm. Remember how much fun you
had last year??? Spread the word and
bring some friends to our very own Las
Vegas Experience.

We are currently accepting prizes! Last
year everyone donated amazing, fun

prizes such as gift certificates to stores,
personal care certificates (massage,
haircut, etc.), restaurant certificates,
jewelry, gift baskets, electronics, and
the list goes on and on. We hope that
you will all help us gather amazing gifts
again this year. So, if you want to do-
nate your house, car (even ifitis a Toy-
ota) or even a TV, we will love you for it!
Last year, | asked my hairdresser to
donate a gift certificate and she happily

did it.

We will also need assistance the night
before, April 30", to decorate, wrap gifts,
and set up minor items. There are many
ways you can help, so please contact
Adina, Kathleen or David Gundrum — we
are all listed in the directory.

We hope to see you there and bring your
friends! You will have a blast!
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‘Who’s Who In the Pew
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C. Coppolino

| am pleased to introduce John Hubbard. John is currently serving as the Vestry Jr. Warden. John agreed to write his
own responses to my interview so without further ado . . . | present Mr. John Hubbard.

In John’s words . . .

A native Angelino, | was born on December 23, 1947 at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, now Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center. At the age of 3, my family, (parents and two older sisters), moved from Brentwood to
Sherman Oaks. That was home until | entered the Air Force in September, 1966.

 While in the Air Force, | spent three years in Tokyo, Japan as an Air Traffic Controller. During my last year
M there, | came home to marry my childhood sweetheart, Allyson, then returned to spend the last year there

fl together. We finished up my military career with one year spent in Denver, CO. With the exception of a job
i transfer to Seattle from 1999 — 2002, Northridge has remained our home.

: Upon returning home from the military, | attended California State University, Northridge (CSUN) where |
| earned a degree in Political Science. | also did two and a half years of postgraduate work at The Episcopal
H Theological School at Claremont (Bloy House)

H The Majority of my adult career has been within the airline / aerospace industry where | have held manage-
N ment positions in Contract Administration and Sales and Marketing. However, | did have the opportunity, in

fl the late 70’s, to manage the Los Angeles Skyhawks, a professional soccer team, from the now defunct

N American Soccer League. | think I'd have to say that this was probably the best job I've ever had...certainly
 the most fun!

1 | enjoy playing golf and spending time with my family...especially my four grandchildren. | also enjoy travel-
{ ling and am always looking for a good wine!

M we attended St. Alban’s in Westwood. My first recollection of going to church was at St. Michael and All

§ Angles in Studio City. | don't think we stayed there very long as | recall going to Sunday School at St

8 Mark's, Van Nuys when it was in a very small church building near the old Van Nuys City Hall. | partici-
pated in the ground breaking of St. Mark's at its current site on Sherman Way in Van Nuys. St. Marks is the
church I grew up in. | was a member of the Boys Choir as well as serving many years as an acolyte. St
Mark's is also where | met by future wife, Allyson. She came up to me after a

service trying to sell me a ticket to a pancake breakfast. | said | would, but

only if she would be my "date". The rest is history. | don't remember anything

about the pancakes, but Allyson and | were married at St Mark's in Septem-

ber 1968.

ﬂ Upon returning home from military service in 1970, Allyson's mom was at-
Etending St. Charles Church in Northridge. We started going to St. Charles

and decided to stay. Under the guidance of Ed Allen, St. Charles, Northridge
and St. Andrew's, Granada Hills joined forces and we have been members
since the inception. Our three children, Sarah, Emily & John were active in
the youth group and served as acolytes. Our grandchildren have been bap-
tized here as well.

God willing, I plan on remaining a member of this church for a long time,
eventually ending my earthly life in the church prayer garden.

|
a
E
E
E
H | am what you would call a cradle Episcopalian. My favorite uncle was an Episcopal priest. As an infant |
E
E
a
E
E
a
|

I EEE—————.
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The Rector’s Corner

The Reverend Canon Greg Frost

RABBITS AND EGGS AND JESUS, OH MY!

I know that it is hard to believe but Easter is more important than Christmas to Christians. First of all, note
that Easter always falls on a Sunday whereas Christmas can be on any day of the week. Theologically, with-
out resurrection, we really have no faith. So, Easter is the key day. So, in preparation for our “Paschal” feast
(Paschal comes from Passover where the Hebrews sacrificed a lamb and smeared its blood on their door-
posts to identify themselves as worshipers of God. Jesus is the “Paschal Lamb” in that he is sacrificed for
us.) here are some Easter tips regarding rabbits, eggs and Jesus. (Thanks to The Rev. Charles Threewit and
the Anglican Digest)

As | mentioned, the date of Easter, unlike Christmas, varies because the ancient Christian calendar was
based on the phases of the moon. The date of Easter is tied to the full moon at the time of the vernal equi-
nox. Easter is the first Sunday after the full moon following the vernal equinox. Easter therefore varies be-
tween March 21% and April 25™.

The word “Easter” has pagan origins. It is a corruption of Eostre, an ancient Celtic goddess of sex and fertil-
ity, whose festival was celebrated in the spring. Eostre stemmed from the Middle Eastern fertility goddess
Ishtar and Ashtoreth. When Christianity came to Britain, the Paschal feast overtook the worship of Eostre,
but the name remained and eventually evolved into “Easter.”

But what do rabbits have to do with Easter? Absolutely nothing! The rabbit is an ancient symbol of Eostre as
an appropriate emblem of the goddess of fertility. It is a result of rabbits producing with regularity a ton of
bunnies. The rabbit seems to have first appeared in association with Easter in Germany. The bunny has be-
come a deeply embedded symbol of secular Easter celebrations, but it will not be seen as a Christian symbol
in any church.

And what about Easter eggs? The egg is also a symbol of fertility and thus related to Eostre, Ishtar and Ash-
toreth, but it also has a distinctly Christian origin as well. The egg is a very ancient symbol of spring repre-
senting the rebirth of the earth from a seemingly dead “stone.” To Christians, however, the chick emerging
from the egg is symbolic of Christ emerging from the tomb. Early Christians would cut off the end of an egg
and remove the contents, leaving the empty shell as a symbol of the empty tomb. At one time, the children in
one of my churches were encouraged to bring into class empty L'EGGS panty hose containers in order to
illustrate Jesus’ empty tomb. Since the tomb is a joyful symbol, it didn’t take long for the eggs to be brightly
colored.

How did the rabbit become associated with laying colored eggs? It seems after too many Heinekens at the
local pub, a German farmer in the 16" century on this way home, dropped the eggs for the Easter celebration
the next day. He threw out the broken ones and painted over the cracked ones to hide their flaws. Since no
hen could have laid colored eggs, the creative farmer said that a giant chocolate bunny gave them to him.
But he couldn’t produce the bunny because being so hungry the farmer ate bunny. And so the tradition of
chocolate bunnies and multi-colored eggs began. (Now guess how the tooth fairy started!) Happy Easter.
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The Mystery Member. Can you guess who this is? The

answer will be revealed in next month’s issue. If and

when you figure it out— say a brief prayer of thanksgiving

for the smiles this person brings to you and others and

then make a call and wish the person a happy day in
peace. :-)
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